acceptability. In LINGUISTICS, the
adjudged normality of linguistic data,
especially of sentences. An acceptable
utterance is one whose use is considered
permissible or possible in some context by
most, or all, native speakers. The con-
CEPT is distinguished from the more
specific notion of GRAMMATICALITY,
which is merely one possible CRITERION
of acceptability. An unacceptable (or
deviant) sentence is generally indicated by
a preceding asterisk, e.g. *A cats was
asleep. 0:Cs



adequacy, A term in GENERATIVE GRAM-
MAR used in two distinct senses:

(1) As a criTERION of the extent to
which the goals of linguistic theory have
been achieved, three levels ofadequacy, or
stages of achievement, being recognized.
Observational adequacy is achieved when
a grammar gives a correct description of a
corPUs of data, but does not make
generalizations based on this. Descriptive
adequacy is achieved to the extent that a
grammar gives a correct account of a
speaker's COMPETENCE, his intuitive
knowledge of a language. Explanatory
adequacy is achieved to the extent that a
linguistic theory provides principles for
determining which of a number of descrip-
tively adequate grammars is the best (see
EVALUATION PROCEDURE). Structural
LINGUISTICS was criticized by Chomsky as
being too preoccupied with observational
adequacy. Very little headway has been
made in the study of explanatory adequa-

(2) As a criterion of the capacity of a
grammar. A grammar whose rules gener-
ate a desired set of sentences, providing
for each its correct structural description,
is strongly adequate; a grammar which
does not assign correct structural descrip-

 tions is weakly adequate. D.C.

adinstabhle enced PP VARIARI E CDREETY



agglutinating (or agglutinative). In com-
parative LINGUISTICS, terms applied to a
language (e.g. Turkish) in which words
typically consist of long sequences of
affixes and roots, each element usually
having a clear identity and separate mean-
ing. English shows little tendency to
agglutinate: humorous constructs such as
antidisestablishmentarianism are excep-
tional. The term is one of three used in the
approach to linguistic typology proposed
by August von Schlegel (1767-1845),
the others being ISOLATING and
INFLECTING. D.C.



allo-. A prefix used widely in linguistics to
refer to any variation in the form of a
linguistic unit which does not affect that
unit’s functional identity in the language.
The formal variation is not linguistically
distinctive, and results in no change in
meaning. For example, different graphic
shapes of the letter A (a, a, etc.) can be
said to be allographs (i.e. graphic variants)
of the same underlying unit. Variations in
the phonetic shape of a PHONEME are
called allophones (such as different pro-
nunciations of the phoneme /p/ at the
beginning and end of the word pup). Vari-
ations in the form of a MORPHEME are
called allomorphs (such as the different
forms of the plural ending in cats, dogs,
and horses). Several other allo-terms have
been invented. D.C.

Bibl: D. Crystal, Linguistics (Har-
mondsworth, 1985).



analogy.

(1) In historical and comparative work
in LINGUISTICS, the process of regulariza-
tion which affects the exceptional forms in
the grammar of a language. Irregular
forms tend to become regular — a process
which can be heard in early child utter-
ance in such forms as mans, mouses, and
wented, which are coined on analogy with

regular plurals and past tenses. D.C.
Bibl: F. Palmer, Grammar (Harmonds-
worth, 1984).



analytic.



ST RIS ey Wy ety ey e
(2) In comparative LINGUISTICS,
adjective applied to a language (e.g. Viet-



namese) in which the word forms are
invariable, grammatical relations being
indicated primarily by word order and the
use of particles, not by inflections or com-
pounding (as in INFLECTING and
AGGLUTINATING languages respectively).
An alternative term is isolating. D.C.



anthropological linguistics. A branch of
LINGUISTICS which studies language vari-
ation and use in relation to the cultural
patterns and beliefs of man, e.g. the way in
which linguistic features may identify a



member of a community with a social,
religious, occupational, or kinship group.
See also ETHNOLINGUISTICS; SOCIO-
LINGUISTICS. D.C.



areal linguistics. In LINGUISTICS, the study
of the linguistic forms found in any geo-
graphically defined region — their
present-day distinctiveness and their his-
torical antecedents. Particular groups of
languages would be established in an areal
classification (such as the Scandinavian
languages, or the British dialects influ-
enced by the speech of London). D.C.

Bibl: P. Trudgill, On Dialect (Oxford,
1983).



bidialectalism (bidialectism). In SOCIOLIN-
GUISTICS, the ability to use two dialects of
a language, and thus any educational
policy which recognizes the need to de-
velop this ability in children. The notion
emerges most commonly in relation to the
teaching of non-standard alongside stan-
dard English, especially in relation to the
abilities of different ethnic groups. D.C.

Bibl: P. Trudgill, Sociolinguistics (Har-
mondsworth, 1984).



binding. An approach developed in GEN-
ERATIVE GRAMMAR of the late 1970s
which focuses on the conditions which.
formally relate, or ‘bind’, elements of a
sentence together. The binding relation-
ships obtain within certain structures,
known as ‘governing categories’ (such asa
noun phrase, or a sentence), and the ap-
proach as a whole is thus often referred to
as the theory of ‘government and binding’.
D.C.
Bibl: A. Radford, Transformational
Syntax (Cambridge, 1981).



biolinguistics (or biological linguistics). A

developing branch of LiNGuisTICS which

studies the biological preconditions for

language development and use in man.

D.C.

Bibl: E. H. Lenneberg, Biological
Foundations of Language (N.Y., 1967).



Bloomfieldian. Characteristic of, or a fol-
lower of, the linguistic approach of
Leonard Bloomfield, as exemplified in his
book Language, published in 1933.
Bloomfieldianism refers particularly to
the school of thought which developed
between the mid 1930s and 1950s, espe-
cially in America, and which was a forma-
tive influence on structural LINGUISTICS.
It was especially characterized by its
BEHAVIOURISTIC principles for the study
of meaning, and its insistence on rigorous
DISCOVERY PROCEDURES. A reaction
against Bloomfieldian tenets was a power-
ful force in producing GENERATIVE
GRAMMAR. Though Bloomfieldianism is
no longer fashionable, some of its
methods are still widely used in field
studies. D.C.



case grammar. An approach to linguistic
analysis which sees the basic structure of
sentences as consisting of a verb plus one
or more noun phrases, which relate to it in
defined ways. The syntactic MEANING
RELATIONS are called cases (a term cover-
ing more than in TRADITIONAL GRAM-
MAR, where it was restricted to describing
certain systems of word-endings). For
example, in the sentence John opened the
door with the key, John is ‘agentive’ case,
the door ‘objective’, and with the key
‘instrumental’. This approach, first formu-
lated by Charles Fillmore in 1968, has
since developed variant forms, and has
exercised considerable influence in con-
temporary LINGUISTICS. pic:

Bibl: C. J. Fillmore, ‘The Case for
Case’, in E. Bach and R. T. Harns, eds.,
Universals in Linguistic Theory (London
and N.Y., 1968), pp. 1-90.



Chomsky, Avram Noam (U.S. linguist,
b. 1928), see under ADEQUACY; BLACK-
BOX THEORY; CHOMSKYAN; COMPETENCE
AND PERFORMANCE; DISCOVERY PROCE-
DURE; EVALUATION PROCEDURE;
GENERATIVE GRAMMAR; LANGUE AND
PAROLE; LINGUISTICS; MENTALISM; MIT
SCHOOL; STRUCTURALISM; UNIVERSAL.

Chomskyan. Characteristic of, or a fol-
lower of, the linguistic principles of



Avram Noam Chomsky (b. 1928), Pro-
fessor of Modern Languages and Linguis-
tics at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology. His book Syntactic Structures
(The Hague, 1957) was the first to outline
and justify a GENERATIVE conception
of language, currently the most
widely held view. Apart from his technical
contributions within LINGUISTICS, he has
written at length on the philosophical and
psychological implications of a generative
theory of language, in particular develop-
ing a view of the integral relationship be-
tween language and the human mind, and
it is this which has made such an impact on
disciplines outside linguistics. (See also
INNATENESS HYPOTHESIS.) He has also
made a powerful impression on the
American and, to a lesser extent, the
British public through his extensive criti-
cal writings on United States policy in
VIETNAM. D.C.

Bibl: A. N. Chomsky, Language and
Mind (N.Y., enl. ed., 1972); J. Lyons,
Chomsky (London, 1970).



nd to soul (edapiuc climax). P.H.

linical linguistics. The application of the
heories, methods, and descriptive find-
ngs of LINGUISTICS to the analysis of
poken or written language handicap,
uch as APHASIA, language delay, or pro-
unciation disorders. DL

Bibl: D. Crystal, Clinical Linguistics
Vienna. 1981).



code. In SOCIOLINGUISTICS, a term loosely
applied to the language system of a com-
munity or to a particular variety within a
language, e.g. Bernstein’s characterization
of the different linguistic capabilities of
middle- and working-class children in
terms of elaborated and restricted codes.

D.C.

code-switching. In SOCIOLINGUISTICS, the
way bilingual or BIDIALECTAL speakers
change from the use of one language or
dialect to another, depending on who they
are talking to, where they are, and other
contextual factors. The amount of code-
switching which takes place in everyday
conversation between bilinguals has been
much underestimated, and is often misin-
terpreted as illustrating uncertainty or
confusion on the part of the speakers. The
current view is that the alternations reflect
systematically the social and psychologi-
cal factors involved in the interaction.
D.C.
Bibl: P. Trudgill, Sociolinguistics (Har-
mondsworth, 1984).



collocation. In LINGUISTICS, a term,

primarily FIRTHIAN, applied to the regular
occurrence together of lexical items in a
language, e.g. bar is said to collocate with
such items as steel, soap, harbour, public.
See also LEXICON. D.C.
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speaker’s awareness of the grammatical
system of a language. D.C.

Bibl: D. Hymes, Foundations in Socio-
linguistics (London, 1977).



competence and performance. A distinc-
tion which is central to GENERATIVE
GRAMMAR, and has become widely used in
LINGUISTICS as a whole. Competence
refers to a person’s knowledge of his lan-
guage, the system of rules which he has
mastered so that he is able to produce and
understand an indefinite number of sen-
tences, and to recognize grammatical mis-
takes and ambiguities. Performance refers
to specific utterances, containing features -
foreign to the basic rule system (e.g. hesi-
tations, uhfinished sentences). According
to Chomsky, linguistics before generative
grammar had been preoccupied with per-
formance in a CORPUS, instead of with the
underlying competence involved (see
ADEQUACY, sense 1). The validity of the
distinction has, however, been questioned
(e.g. are INTONATION, STYLISTICS, DIS-
COURSE matters of competence or per-
formance?) See also LANGUE. DC:



computational linguistics. A branch of



LINGUISTICS which studies cOMPUTER
SIMULATION of human linguistic
behaviour, especially such applications as
MACHINE TRANSLATION and SPEECH
SYNTHESIS. D.C.

PO IR A T e M G



constituent analysis. In LINGUISTICS, the
analysis of a sentence into its constituents,
i.e. identifiable elements. Any complex
constituent may itself be analysed into
other constituents; and sentences thus
come to be viewed as consisting of ‘layers’
of constituents. Thus the sentence The
boys are sleeping consists of two main con-
stituents, The boys and are sleeping; each
of these has two constituents, the and
boys, are and sleeping; and of these, two
may be split further: boy + s (the marker
of plurality), and sleep + ing (the marker
of continuity). Brackets are often used to
indicate constituent structure, e.g. {[The
((boy)s)] [are ((sleep)ing)]}. Such sen-
tence analysis is generally referred to,
following Bloomfield, as immediate con-
stituent (IC) analysis, and the ‘immediate’
constituents in which the analysis results
are distinguished from the residual,
unanalysable ultimate constituents (UCs).

D.C.



context-free and context-sensitive (or
context-dependent or context-restricted).
In GENERATIVE GRAMMAR, terms used to
distinguish between rules which apply
regardless of the grammatical context, and
rules specifying grammatical conditions



which limit their applicability. Grammars
containing context-sensitive rules are
called context-sensitive grammars. It is
claimed that they provide more accurate
and economical descriptions of sentence
structure than do context-free grammars.

Dt

context of situation. In LINGUISTICS, a
term applied by FIRTHIAN linguists to the
non-linguistic environment of utterances.
Meaning is seen as a complex of relations
operating between linguistic features of
utterances (e.g. sounds, words) and fea-
tures of the social situation in which utter-
ances occur (e.g. the occupation of the
speaker, the number of listeners present).
Contexts of situation are a means of
specifying and classifying those situational
features that are necessary in order to
understand the full meaning of utterances.
Firth, and the anthropologist Malinowski,
made various suggestions for the analysis
of relevant contextual categories, but
there have been few detailed studies. (See
PHATIC LANGUAGE.)

The term is also used, with a similar
meaning, outside Firthian linguistics,
though situational context, or just context,
is more common. D.C.



cooperative principle. In LINGUISTICS, a
notion, derived from the philosopher H.P.
Grice, which is often used as part of the
study of the structure of conversation. The
principle states that speakers try to co-
operate with each other when com-
municating — more specifically, that they
will attempt to be informative, truthful,
relevant, and clear (see MAXIMS OF CON-
VERSATION). Listeners. will normally as-
sume that a speaker is following these
criteria. It is of course possible to break
these maxims (in lying, sarcasm, etc.), but
conversation proceeds on the assumption
that speakers do not generally do so.

™



cooperative principle. In LINGUISTICS, a
notion, derived from the philosopher H.P.
Grice, which is often used as part of the
study of the structure of conversation. The
principle states that speakers try to co-
operate with each other when com-
municating — more specifically, that they
will attempt to be informative, truthful,
relevant, and clear (see MAXIMS OF CON-
VERSATION). Listeners, will normally as-
sume that a speaker is following these
criteria. It is of course possible to break
these maxims (in lying, sarcasm, etc.), but
conversation proceeds on the assumption
that speakers do not generally do so.
D.C.
Bibl: S. Levinson, Pragmatics (Cam-
bridge, 1983).



