R ———————————mmmmmmmmmT

¢ Taylor &Francis
CLINICAL LINGUISTICS & PHONETICS, 2002, VOL. 16, No. 7, 485 %® hcalthsciences

Editorial— Clinical Linguistics and Phonetics:
an index to volumes 1-15

Ten years ago, Clinical Linguistics and Phonetics published a festschrift in honour
of David Crystal’s 50th birthday. On that occasion, we invited a number of leading
scholars in our field to contribute to a volume celebrating the founder of our field
of clinical linguistics. Ten years on, we decided to offer David the chance to have
his say! His very welcome decision was to draw up a detailed index of articles and
of books reviewed over the first 15 volumes of the journal, together with an author
index. He has complemented this with a commentary on the spread of topics that
have been included in the journal since its inception. This makes for fascinating
reading if we wish to examine the range and development of interests within our
field. Indeed, we might go so far as to say that his insightful comments may lead
authors to a fuller crystallization of their priorities, and to a more balanced selection
of topics in the future. Happy Birthday, David.
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Editors
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Clinical Linguistics and Phonetics’ first 15
years: an introductory comment

DAVID CRYSTAL
University of Wales, Bangor, UK

Journal indexes are a guide to the future as well as the past. Insofar as academics
have an idealized conception of what their subject is ‘about’, an index can provide
grounds for useful reflection, for it holds a mirror up to their practice, and provides
signposts to the way a field is developing. My conception of the linguistic dimension
of our subject, for speech, goes something like this. (An analogous reasoning would
apply to writing and signing.) The primary purpose of language is to enable people
to communicate with each other. This requires that they interact, meaningfully, in
connected speech. To achieve this goal, they need to express their meanings using
the forms of pronunciation, sentence structure, and vocabulary.

Turning this into discipline names, and ignoring all theoretical contention in the
interests of making a simple point: I locate the study of primary purpose in the
domains of pragmatics (interaction), semantics (meaningfulness), and discourse
(connected speech); I locate the study of expression in the domains of phonetics
and phonology (for pronunciation), grammar (for sentence structure), and again
semantics (for vocabulary).

Three assumptions. (1) All of these domains are prominently implicated in the
study of linguistic disability. If the field is developing in a balanced way, we would
expect a representative clinical linguistic journal to achieve a balance of contributions
over time. (2) Clinical Linguistics and Phonetics (CL&P) is the best example of a
representative journal that we have. (3) Fifteen years is a sufficient time to demon-
strate representativeness.

Table 1 shows the 360 articles found in volumes 1-15 inclusive. (The list excludes

Table 1. Number of CL&P articles falling into various linguistic domains in volumes 1—-15

Journal volume numbers

—
(8]
JF
g
W

Linguistic themes QPR A EGII N < SIERIGE SO\ PIERI G
Phonetics les 1 esl8mil2s Bow binDaedh bds ddalTh 8ins85di2s 03
Phonology MR L B LRl MY P R | R SR TSR
Graphology (F S B0 e et B o i s o e e O Mo o S e v )
Grammar kel Soulialn s St st e i mndes o 1S s Vsl < gl
Semantics 057Gt Jegr V] AREIHIRASIDNLRIS § ¥ SHPREE OROSH AN
Discourse 0.:50 L3t ol ] 1 43u%E 18 28 D8
Pragmatics 0-bal Osy OF <051l Benitdsral Linds-zdd bl AT .0
Sociolinguistics Bt ad) i Data0cs Dazlesapll il spid) 0 it () 0] 0 51l
Linguistic theory A W B R R R B B R Q1)
Methodology e s el i et i e | i i Jeedl iiel Do e o




