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lots of cases like this around the world.

But the main reason we can’t give an exact figure
is because many languages are dying out. Hundreds
of languages have very few speakers left — some-
times only one or two — and when they die, their lan-
guage disappears. This is happening all the time. A
language is dying out somewhere in the world every
few weeks. So the answer to the question is always
going to change.

One thing is certain: the figure is getting small-
er and smaller, as the months and years go by. It’s
probably nearer 6,000 now.



