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fr@m fE:rIst cre:t@Rs we: dIs@IRe incre:ase,  

th@t thE:Reb@I beaut@Iz ro:se m@Ight neveR d@I, 

b@t as the r@IpeR should b@I t@Ime dIce:ase, 

Iz tendeR E:R m@Ight bE:R Iz memor@I : 

b@t th@U, contracted to thIn o:wn br@Ight @Iz, 

fe:ds th@I l@Ights flE:me with self substænsial fuel, 

mE:kin a famine hwE:re abGndance l@Is, 

th@Iself thI fo:e, t@ th@I swe:t self too cruel : 

th@U th@t aRt n@Uw the wARlds fresh oRnament, 

@nd o:nl@I herald t@ the gaud@I spring, 

within thIn o:wn bGd buRiIst th@I content, 

and, tendeR ch6Rl, mE:kes wast in niggaRding : 

pit@I the wARld, @r else this glGtton be:, 

to e:at the wARlds due, b@I the grE:ve @n the:. 
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hwen fo:Rt@I winteRs shQl bIse:ge thI br@Uw,  

@n dig de:p trenches in thI beaut@Is fIld, 

thI youths pr@Ud liver@I so: gE:zd on n@Uw, 

will be: a totteRd we:d @v smA:l wARth hIld : 

then be:In æst, hwE:Re A:l thI beaut@I l@Iz, 

hwE:Re A:l the trez@R of thI lGst@I dE:ys, 

t@ sE:y within thIn o:wn de:p sGnken @Iz, 

w@Re an A:l-e:atin shE:me, @n thriftlIs prE:se. 

h@Uw mGch moRe prE:se dIz6Rvd thI beaut@Is use, 

if th@U couldst ænsweR this fE:R ch@Ild @ m@Ine 

sh@l sGm mI c@Unt, @n mE:ke mI o:ld Ikscuse 

prGvIn Iz beaut@I b@I succsesI@n th@Ine. 

this w6Re t@ be: new mE:de hwen th@U @Rt o:ld, 

@n se: th@I blGd wARm hwen th@U fe:lst it co:ld. 
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look in thI glæs @n tell the fE:ce th@U viewst, 

n@Uw is the t@Ime that fE:ce should foRm anGtheR, 

whose fresh rIpE:R if n@Uw th@U not rInewst, 

th@U dGst bIg@Il the wARld, Gnbless s@me mGtheR. 

f@R hwE:Re is she: s@ fE:R whose Gni:Rd wUm 

disdE:ns the tillage of thI hGsbandr@I? 

oR who is he: s@ fond will be: the tUm, 

@v his self-lGve t@ stop posterit@I? 

th@U aRt thI mGtheRs glæs @n she: in the: 

cA:lls back the lGvl@I E:pril of @R pr@Ime, 

s@ th@U through wind@z of thIn E:ge sh@lt se: 

dIsp@It @v wrinkles this thI go:lden t@Ime. 

b@t if th@U live rImembeRd not t@ be:, 

d@I single and thIn image d@Is with the:. 
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Gnthrift@I lGvlinIss hw@I dGs th@U spend, 

upon thIself thI beaut@Iz legac@I ? 

nE:t@Rs bIqest gives no:tin bGt d@th lend, 

@n be:in frank shI lenz t@ tho:se @Re fre: : 

then beauteous nig@Rd hw@I d@s th@U abuse,    

the b@Unteous laRgIsse given the: t@ give ? 

profitlIss us@R@R hw@I dGs th@U use 

s@ gre:t @ sGm @ sGms yIt cans not live ? 

f@R havin traffic with thI self alo:ne, 

th@U @v thI self thI swe:t self dGz dIce:ve, 

then h@Uw hwen nE:t@R cA:ls thI to bI go:ne, 

hwat acceptæbl audit cans th@U le:ave ? 

th@I Gnusd beaut@I mGs bI tUmd with the:, 

which ju:zId lives thexek@t@R t@ be:. 
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tho:se o:@Rs that with gentle wARk did frE:me, 

the lGvel@I gE:ze hwE:Re evr@I @I d@th dwell 

will plE:y the t@Irants to the ver@I sE:me, 

@n that GnfE:R hwich fE:Rl@I dGth Iksel : 

f@R nev@R-restin t@Ime le:ds sGmm@R o:n, 

t@ hideous winteR and c@nf@Unz Im thE:Re, 

sap checkt with frost @n lGst@I le:ves qu@Ite go:ne, 

beaut@I o:R-sno:wd @n bE:RnIss evr@IhwE:Re, 

then w6Re not sGmmeRs distilE:sI@n left 

a liquid prizn@R pent in wA:lls @ glæs, 

beaut@Is Ifect with beaut@I w6Re bIreft, 

noR it noR no: rImembrance hwAt it wAs. 

b@t flo:Rs distilld tho:ugh thE:y with winteR me:t, 

le:se bGt th@R sho:w, th@R sGbstance still lives swe:t. 
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then let not winteRs raggId hand dIfE:ce, 

in the: thI sGmmeR E:R th@U be: distilld : 

mE:ke swe:t s@me v@Ial; trez@R th@U s@me plE:ce, 

with beaut@Is trez@R E:R it be: self killd : 

that use is not f@Rbidden us@r@I, 

which happ@Is tho:se th@t pE:y the willin lo:an; 

thats foR thI self t@ bre:d anGth@R the:, 

oR ten t@Imes happieR be: it ten f@R o:n, 

ten t@Imes thI self w@Re happieR than th@U aRt, 

if ten @ th@In ten t@Imes rIfigurd the:, 

then hwAt could death do if th@U shoulds dIpaRt, 

le:vin the: livin in posterite: ? 

be: not self-willd f@R th@U @Rt mGch too fE:R, 

t@ be: deaths conqIst and mE:ke wARms thIn E:R. 
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lo: in the Qrient hwen the grE:shI@s l@Ight, 

lifts Gp Iz b6Rnin head, e:ch GndeR @I 

d@th homage to Iz new-appi:Rin s@Ight, 

s6Rvin with looks Iz sE:krId majest@I, 

@nd havin cl@Imd the ste:p-up he@nl@I hill, 

rIsemblin strong youth in Iz middle E:ge, 

yIt moRtal looks adoRe Iz beaut@I still, 

attendin on Iz go:lden pilgrimE:ge : 

b@t hwen fr@m h@Ighmo:st pitch with wi:R@I cARe, 

l@Ik fe:ble E:ge I re:leth from the dE:y, 

the @Iz (foRe-duteous) n@Uw conv6RtId aRe, 

fr@m his lo:w tract @n look anGtheR wE:y : 

s@ th@U, thI self @Ut-go:in in thI nGn : 

Gnlookd on d@Ist unless th@U get a sGn. 
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music t@ hi:R, hw@I hi:Rst th@U music sadl@I,   

swe:ts with swe:ts wA:R not, j@Iy dIl@Ights in j@Iy : 

hw@I lGves th@U that hwich th@U rIce:vst not gladl@I, 

@R else rIce:vst with plez@R th@Ine ann@Iy ? 

if the true concoRd of well-tunId s@Unds, 

b@I unions marrId do offend thIn i:R, 

thEy do b@t swe:tl@I ch@Ide the:, who conf@Unds 

in singlenIss the paRts th@t th@U shoulds bE:R : 

maRk h@Uw o:ne string swe:t hGsband to anGtheR, 

str@Ikes e:ch in e:ch b@I muty@l oRdering;  

rIsemblin s@IRe, @n ch@Ild, @nd happ@I mGtheR, 

who A:ll in o:ne, o:ne ple:zin no:te do sing : 

whose spe:chlIss song be:in mAn@I, se:min o:ne, 

sings this t@ the: th@U single wilt prGve no:ne. 
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is it f@R fi;R t@ wet a wid@z @I, 

th@t th@U consumst thI self in single l@Ife ? 

a:; if th@U issy@lIss sh@lt hap t@ d@I, 

the wARld will wE:l thI l@Ike a mE:kelIss w@Ife, 

the wARld will be: thI wid@ and still we:p, 

th@t th@U no: foRm @ the: @st left bIh@Ind, 

hwen evr@I pr@IvIte wid@ well mEy ke:p, 

bI childrens @Iz, @R hGsbands shE:pe in m@Ind : 

look hwAt @n Gnthrift in the wARld d@th spend 

shifts but Iz plE:ce, f@R still the wARld Inj@Iys it 

b@t beaut@Is wast @th in the wARld @n end, 

@n kept Gnusd, the useR so: dIstr@Iys it : 

no: lGve to:Rd o:th@Rs in that bosom sits 

that on Imself s@ch m6Rdrous shE:me commits. 
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f@R shE:me dIn@Iy that th@U bE:Rst lGve to An@I 

who foR thI self @Rt so: unprovident 

grænt if th@U wilt, th@U aRt bIlGvd @ mAn@I, 

b@t that th@U no:ne lGvst is mo:st evident : 

f@R th@U @Rt so: possesst with m6Rdrous hE:te, 

th@t gE:ns thI self th@U sticks not to consp@IRe, 

se:kin that beauteous rGf t@ ruinE:te, 

hwich to rIpE:R should be: thI che:f dIs@IRe, 

o: chE:nge thI thought, th@t @I mEy chE:nge mI m@Ind, 

shQl hE:te bI fE:R@R lodgd th@n gentle lGve? 

bI as thI presence is grE:shI@s @n k@Ind, 

oR to thI self @t le:st k@Ind-heaRtId prGve, 

mE:ke the: @n o:theR self f@R lGve @ me:, 

th@t beaut@I still mE:y live in th@Ine @R the:. 
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@z fæst @z th@U sh@lt wE:n s@ fæst th@U gro:wst, 

in o:ne @ th@Ine, fr@m that hwich th@U dIpaRtIst, 

@n that fresh blGd hwich yGngl@I th@U bIsto:wst, 

th@U mE:yst cA:ll th@Ine, hwen th@U fr@m youth conv6RtIst, 

hi:Rein lives wisdom, beaut@I, and incre:ase, 

with@Ut this foll@I, E:ge, @n co:ld dIcE:y, 

if A:ll w@R m@IndId so:, the t@Imes should ce:ase, 

@n thre:scoRe yi:R would mE:ke the wARld awE:y : 

let tho:se whom nE:t@R hath not mE:de f@R stoRe, 

haRsh, fe:t@RlIss, @n rude, barrenl@I peRish, 

look whom shI best Ind@Uwd, shI gE:ve the moRe; 

which b@Unteous gift th@U shouldst in b@Unt@I cheRish, 

shI caRvd thI foR @R se:l, @n meant thE:Reb@I, 

th@U shoulds print moRe, not let that cop@I d@I. 
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hwen @I do c@Unt the clock th@t tells the t@Ime, 

@n se: the brE:ve dE:y sGnk in hideous n@Ight,  

hwen @I bIho:ld the v@I@let pæst pr@Ime, 

@n se:ble c6Rls A:ll silveRd o:R with hw@It : 

hwen loft@I tre:s @I se: barren @ le:ves, 

hwich E:Rst fr@m he:t did canop@I the hE:Rd 

@n sGmmeRs gre:n A:ll g6Rded Gp in she:ves 

boRn on the bi:R with hw@Ite @n brisl@I bE:Rd : 

then of thI beaut@I do @I qestIon mE:ke 

th@t th@U amGng the wasts @ t@Ime m@s go:, 

since swe:ts @n beaut@Is do themselves f@RsE:ke, 

@n d@I @z fæst @z thE: se: o:theRs gro:w, 

@n no:tin gens t@Imes s@Ithe c@n mE:ke dIfence 

sE:ve bre:d t@ brE:ve Im, hwen I tE:kes thI hence. 

 

 

 

 



13 

o: that y@ w6Re y@R self, b@t lGve you E:Re 

no: longeR yu:Rs, th@n you y@R self hi:Re live, 

agens this cGmin end y@ should prIpE:Re, 

@n yu:R swe:t semblance to s@me o:theR give. 

so: should that beaut@I hwich y@ ho:ld in le:ase, 

f@Ind no: dIt6RminE:sIon, then y@ wE:Re 

y@R self agen a:t@R y@R selfs dIce:ase, 

hwen yu:R swe:t issy@ yu:R swe:t foRm should bE:Re. 

who lets s@ fE:R @ h@Use fA:ll to dIcE:y, 

hwich hGsbandr@I in honouR m@Ight @pho:ld, 

agens the stoRm@I gGsts @v winteRs dE:y 

@n barren rE:ge @v deaths It6Rnal co:ld? 

o: no:ne b@t Gnthrifs, di:R mI lGve y@ kno:w, 

you had a fætheR, let y@R sGn sE:y so:. 
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not from the staRs do @I mI jGdgement plGck, 

@n yIt mIthinks @ have astronom@I, 

b@t not t@ tell @v good, @R Evil lGck, 

@v plE:gues, @v d6Rths, @R se:asons kalit@I, 

no:R can @I fo:Rt@n to bre:f minutes tell; 

p@Intin to e:ch Iz thGndeR, rE:n @n w@Ind, 

@R se: with princes if it shQll go: well, 

b@I oft prIdict th@t @I in heaven f@Ind. 

b@t from thIn @Iz mI knowledge @I dIr@Ive, 

@n constant staRs in them @I re:d sGch aRt 

@z truth @n beaut@I shQll togetheR thr@Ive 

if from thI self, t@ sto:Re th@U woulds convaRt : 

@R else @v the: this @I prognosticE:te, 

thI end is truths @n beaut@Is dUm @n dE:te. 
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hwen @I consideR evr@I thing th@t gro:ws 

ho:lds in peRfecsIon bGt a little mQment. 

th@t this huge stE:ge prIsentIth naught b@t sho:ws 

hwE:Reon the staRs in se:cret influence comment. 

hwen @I peRce:ve th@t men @z plænts incre:ase, 

chi:Rd @n checkd e:n b@I the sel-se:m sk@I : 

vaunt in th@R youthful sap, @t h@Ight dIcre:ase, 

@n wE:Re th@R brE:ve stE:te @Ut @v memor@I. 

then the conce:t @v this inconstant stE:y, 

sets you mo:st rich in youth bIfoRe mI s@Ight, 

hwE:Re wastful t@Ime dIbE:tIth with dIcE:y 

t@ chE:nge y@R dE:y @v youth t@ sGllId n@Ight, 

@nd A:ll in wA:R with t@Ime f@R lGve @ you 

@z he: tE:kes from y@, @I Ingræft y@ new. 
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b@t hwE:RefoRe do not you a m@IghtieR wE:y 

mE:ke wA:R upon this blGd@I t@Irant t@Ime? 

@n foRtif@I y@R self in yu:R dIcE:y 

with me:ns moRe blessId than mI barren rh@Ime? 

n@Uw stand y@ on the top of happ@I o:Rs, 

@n mAn@I mE:den gaRdens yIt Gnset, 

with v6Rty@s wish would bE:R y@R livin flo:Rs, 

mGch l@IkeR than y@R pE:ntId c@UnteRfet : 

so: should the l@Ines @ l@Ife th@t l@Ife rIpE:R 

hwich this (t@Imes pencil oR mI pyUpil pen) 

netheR in inwaRd wARth noR @Utw@Rd fE:R 

c@n mE:ke y@ live y@Rself in @Iz @ men, 

t@ give awE:y y@Rself, ke:ps yu:Rself still, 

@n you m@s live drawn b@I y@R o:wn swe:t skill. 
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who will bIle:ve mI v6Rse in t@Ime t@ cGme 

if it weRe filld with yu:R mo:st h@Igh dIs6Rts? 

tho:ugh yIt hE@n kno:ws it is b@t as a tGmb 

hwich h@Ides y@R l@Ife, @n sho:ws not half y@R paRts : 

if @I could wr@Ite the beaut@I ov y@R @Iz, 

@nd in fresh nGmbeRs nGmbeR A:ll y@R grE:ces, 

the E:ge t@ cGme would sE:y this po:et l@Iz, 

s@ch hE@nl@I tGches nE:R tGchd 6Rthl@I fE:ces. 

so: should mI pE:peRs (yell@d with th@R E:ge) 

bI scoRnd, l@Ike o:ld men of less tru:th th@n tong, 

@n yu:R true r@Ights bI t6Rmd a po:ets rE:ge, 

@n stretchId me:tre of @n antik song. 

b@t w6Re s@me ch@Ild @ yu:Rs al@Ive that t@Ime, 

y@ should live tw@Ice in it, @nd in mI rh@Ime. 

 

 

 

 

18 

sh@l @I k@mpE:Re thI to a sGmmeRs dE:y? 

th@U aRt moRe lGvel@I and moRe temperE:te : 

rGgh w@Inds d@ shE:ke the daRlin bGds @ mE:y, 

@n sGmmeRs le:ase @th A:ll too shoRt a dE:te : 

s@met@Ime too hot the @I @v heaven sh@Ines, 

@nd of@n is Iz go:ld compleksIon dimmd, 

@nd evr@I fE:R fr@m fE:R s@met@Ime dIcl@Ines, 

bI chænce, o:R nE:t@Rs chE:ngin coRse Gntrimmd : 

b@t th@I It6Rnal sGmmeR shQll not fE:de, 

noR lose possessIon of that fE:R th@U o:wst, 

noR shQll death brag th@U wAnd@Rst in Iz shE:de, 

hwen in It6Rnal l@Ines t@ t@Ime th@U gro:wst, 

s@ long @z men c@n bre:the oR @Iz c@n se:, 

s@ long lives this, @n this gives l@Ife t@ the:. 
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dIv@URin t@Ime blGnt th@U the l@Ions paws, 

@n mE:ke the 6Rth dIv@UR @R o:wn swe:t brGd, 

plGck the ke:n te:th from the fi:Rce t@IgeRs jaws, 

@n b6Rn the long-livd phe:nix in @R blGd, 

mE:ke glad @n soR@I se:sons as th@U fle:tst, 

@n do hwAtE:R th@U wilt swift-footId t@Ime 

t@ the w@Ide wARld @n A:ll @R fE:din swe:ts : 

b@t @I foRbid the: o:ne mo:st he:nous cr@Ime, 

o: caRve not with thI o:Rs mI lGves fE:R br@Uw, 

noR draw no: l@Ines thE:Re with thIn antik pen, 

him in thI coRse GntE:ntId do all@Uw, 

f@R beaut@Is patteRn to succe:din men. 

yIt do thI wARst o:l t@Ime dIsp@Ite thI wrong, 

mI lGve sh@ll in mI v6Rse eveR live yong. 
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a womans fE:ce with nE:teRs o:wn hand pE:ntId, 

hast th@U the mæsteR-mistrIs of mI pashIon, 

a womans gentle heaRt b@t not acqE:ntId 

with shiftin chE:nge @z is fAlse womens fashIon, 

@n @I moRe br@Ight th@n thE:Rs, less fAlse in ro:llin : 

gildin the objIct hwE:Reupon it gE:zIth, 

a man in hue A:ll hues in his contro:llin, 

hwich ste:ls mens @Iz @n womens so:ls amE:zIth. 

@n fo:R a woman w6Rt th@U f6Rst creE:tId, 

till nE:t@R as shI wrought thI fell a-do:tin, 

@n b@I addisIon me: @v the: dIfE:tId, 

b@I addin o:ne thing to mI p6Rpose no:tin. 

b@t since shI prickt thI @Ut f@R womens plez@R, 

m@Ine bI thI lGve @n th@I lGves use thER trez@R. 
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so: is it not with me: @z with that muse, 

st6Rd b@I a pE:ntId beaut@I to Iz v6Rse, 

who heavn it self f@R oRnament d@th use, 

@n evr@I fE:R with his fE:R dGth rIh6Rse, 

mE:kin a cGplement @v pr@Ud compE:Re 

with sGn @n moon, with 6Rth @n se:as rich gems : 

with E:prils f6Rs-boRn flo:Rs @n A:ll things rE:re, 

th@t heavens E:R in this huge rond@R hems, 

o: let mI true in lGve b@t trul@I wr@Ite, 

@n then bIle:ve mI, m@I lGve is @z fE:R, 

@z An@I mGtheRs ch@Ild, tho:ugh not s@ br@Ight 

@z tho:se go:ld candles fixd in heavens E:R. 

let them sE:y moRe th@t l@Ike @v hi:RsE:y well, 

@I will not prE:se th@t p6Rpose not t@ sell. 
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mI glæs sh@ll not peRsuE:de mI @I @m o:ld, 

s@ long @z youth @n th@U @R of o:ne dE:te, 

b@t hwen in the: t@Imes fGR@z @I bIho:ld, 

then look @I death mI dE:ys should expiE:te. 

f@R A:ll that beaut@I that d@th cGveR the:, 

is bGt the se:ml@I rE:ment of mI heaRt, 

hwich in thI breast d@th live, @z th@Ine in me:, 

h@Uw can @ then bI eldeR than th@U aRt ? 

o: thE:Refo:Re lGve bI of thI self s@ wE:R@I, 

@z @I not foR mI self, b@t foR the: will, 

bE:Rin thI heaRt hwich @I will ke:p s@ chE:R@I, 

@z tendeR n6Rse @R bE:be fr@m fE:Rin ill, 

prIz@me not on thI heaRt hwen m@Ine is slE:n,  

th@U gE:vst mI th@Ine not to give back agE:n. 
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@z an unp6RfIt actoR on the stE:ge, 

who with Iz fi:R is put bes@Ids Iz paRt, 

@R sGme fi:Rce thing rIple:te with too m@ch rE:ge, 

whose strengths abGndance we:kens hIz o:wn heaRt 

so: @I f@R fi:R @v trGst, f@Rget t@ sE:y, 

the p6RfIt ceremon@I of lGves r@Ight, 

@nd in mIn o:wn lGves strength se:m t@ dIcE:y, 

o:RchaRgd with b6Rthen of mIn o:wn lGves m@Ight : 

o: let mI books bI then the eloqence, 

@n dGm prIsE:geRs of mI spe:kin breast, 

who ple:ad f@R lGve, @n look f@R recompense, 

moRe than that tong th@t moRe @th moRe Ixpressd. 

o: l6Rn t@ re:d hwAt s@Ilent lGve @th writ, 

t@ hi:R with @Iz bIlongs t@ lGves f@Ine wit. 
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mIn @I @th plE:yd the pE:nteR and @th stelld, 

thI beaut@Is foRm in tE:ble of mI heaRt, 

mI bod@I is the frE:me hwE:Rein tis held, 

@n p6Rspetive it is best pE:nteRs aRt. 

f@R through the pE:nteR mGst y@ se: Iz skill, 

t@ f@Ind hwERe yu:R true image pict@Rd l@Iz, 

hwich in mI bosoms shop is hangin still, 

th@t hath Iz wind@z glE:zId with thIn @Iz : 

n@Uw se: hwAt good t6Rns @Iz f@R @Iz @v dGne, 

mIn @Iz @v drawn thI shE:pe, @n th@Ine f@R me: 

aRe wind@z to mI breast, hwE:Rethrough the sGn 

dIl@Ights t@ pe:p, t@ gE:ze thE:Rein on the: 

yIt @Iz this cGnnin wAnt t@ grE:ce th@R aRt 

thEy draw b@t hwAt thEy se:, kn@Uw not the heaRt. 
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let tho:se who aRe in fævouR with th@R staRs 

@v pGblic honouR and pr@Ud t@Itles bo:ast, 

hw@Ilst @I whom foRt@n of s@ch tr@Iumph baRs 

Gnlookd f@R j@Iy in that @I honouR mo:st; 

grE:t princes fævoRites th@R fE:R le:ves spread,  

b@t as the marigo:ld at the sGns @I, 

@nd in th@mselves th@R pr@Ide l@Is buried, 

f@R at a fr@Uwn thEy in th@R glo:R@I d@I. 

the pE:nful wArrioR fE:mousId f@R wARth, 

a:t@R a th@Usand victo:r@Is o:nce f@Ild 

is from the book @v honouR rE:zId qu@Ite! 

@nd A:ll the rest f@Rgot f@R hwich I t@Ild : 

then happ@I @I th@t lGve @nd am bilGvd 

hwE:Re @I mEy not rImGve noR be: rImGvd. 
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loRd @ mI lGve, t@ whom in vassalE:ge 

thI merit hath mI dyut@I strongl@I knit; 

t@ the: @ send this written ambassE:ge 

t@ witness dut@I, not t@ sho:w mI wit. 

dut@I s@ gre:t, hwich wit s@ po:R @z m@Ine 

mEy mE:ke se:m bE:R, in wAntin wARds t@ sho:w it; 

b@t that @ ho:pe s@me good conce:it @ th@Ine 

in th@I so:ls thought (A:ll nE:kId) will bIsto:w it : 

till hwAtso:eveR staR th@t g@Ides mI mGvin, 

p@Ints on mI grE:shIousl@I with fE:R aspect, 

@n puts apparel on mI totteRd lGvin, 

t@ sho:w mI w6Rth@I of thI swe:t rIspect, 

then mE:y @ dE:R t@ bo:st h@U @I do lGve thI 

till then, not sh:ow mI head hwERe th@U mEyst prGve mI. 
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wi:R@I with t@Il, @I hast mI to mI bed, 

the di:R rIpo:se f@R limbs with travel t@IRd, 

b@t then bIgins a j6Rn@I in mI head 

t@ wARk mI m@Ind, hwen bod@Is wARks Iksp@IRd. 

f@R then mI thoughts (fr@m faR hwERe @I ab@Ide) 

intend a zealous pilgrimE:ge t@ the:, 

@n ke:p mI droopin @Ilids o:pen w@Ide, 

lookin on daRkniss hwich the bl@Ind do se:. 

sEve that mI so:ls imaginar@I s@Ight    

prIsents thI shad@ to mI s@IghtlIss view, 

hwich l@Ike a jewel (hGng in ghæstl@I n@Ight)  

mE:kes black n@Ight beauteous, and @R o:ld fE:ce new.  

lo: thGs bI dE:y mI limbs, bI n@Ight mI m@Ind, 

f@R the:, @n foR mI self, no: qu@Iet f@Ind. 
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h@Uw can @ then rIt6Rn in happ@I pl@Ight 

th@t am dIbaRd the benefit @v rest? 

hwen dE:ys oppressIon is not e:zd bI n@Ight, 

b@t dE:y bI n@Ight @n n@Ight bI dE:y oppressd. 

@nd e:ch (tho:ugh enem@Is to etheRs rE:n) 

do in consent shE:ke hands t@ toRteR me:, 

the o:ne bI t@Il, the o:theR to complE:n 

h@U faR @ t@Il, still faRtheR Q:ff fr@m the:. 

@I tell the dE:y t@ ple:ase Im th@U @Rt br@Ight, 

@n dGst Im grE:ce hwen cl@Uds do blot the heavn : 

so: flatteR @I the swaRt-compleksIond n@Ight, 

hwen spaRklin staRs tw@IR not th@U gildst the Evn. 

b@t dE:y d@th dE:l@I draw mI soR@z longeR, 

@n n@Ight d@th n@Ightl@I mE:ke gre:fs length se:m strongeR. 
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hwen in disgrE:ce with foRt@n and mens @Iz, 

@I A:ll alo:ne bIwe:p mI @Utcæst stE:te, 

@n trGble deaf heavn with mI bootlIss cr@Iz, 

@n look upon mI self @n c6Rse mI fE:te. 

wishin mI l@Ike to o:ne moRe rich in ho:pe, 

fe:t@Rd l@Ike him, l@Ike him with friends possessd, 

dIs@IRin this mans aRt, @n that mans sco:pe, 

with hwAt @ mo:st Inj@Iy contentId lest, 

yIt in the:se thoughts mI self A:lmo:st dIsp@Isin, 

hapl@I @ think on the:, @n then mI stE:te, 

(l@Ike to the laRk @t brE:k @ dE:y aR@Isin), 

fr@m sGllen 6Rth sings hymns @t heaven's gE:te, 

f@R th@I swe:t lGve rImembeRd sGch wealth brings, 

th@t then @ scoRn t@ chE:nge mI stE:te with kings. 
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hwen to the seshIons of swe:t s@Ilent thought, 

@I sGmmon Gp rImembrance of things pæst, 

@I s@Igh the lack @v mAn@I a thing @ sought, 

@n with o:ld wo:es new wE:l mI di:R t@Imes wast : 

then can @ dr@Uwn @n @I (Gnusd t@ flo:w) 

f@R preshIous friends hid in deaths dE:tlIss n@Ight, 

@n we:p afresh lGves long since cancelld wo:e, 

@n mo:an thIxpense @v mAn@I a vanishd s@Ight. 

then can @ gre:ve @t gre:vances foRego:ne, 

@nd heavil@I fr@m wo:e t@ wo:e tell o:R 

the sad acc@Unt @v foRe-bImo:anId mo:an, 

hwich @I new pE:y @z if not pE:yd bIfoRe. 

b@t if the hw@Il @ think on the: (di:R friend) 

A:ll losses aRe rIstoRd, @n soR@z end. 
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th@I bosom is Indi:RId with A:ll heaRts, 

hwich @I bI lackin have suppo:sId dead, 

@n thE:Re rE:ns lGve @nd A:ll lGves lGvin paRts, 

@nd A:ll tho:se friends hwich @I thought buried. 

h@Uw mAn@I @ ho:l@I and obse:kIous ti:R 

@th di:R rIligIous lGve sto:ln from mIn @I, 

@z intrIst of the dead, hwich n@Uw appi:R, 

b@t things remGvd th@t hidden in the: l@I. 

th@U aRt the grE:ve hwERe buRId lGve d@th live, 

hGng with the tro:phies of mI lGvers go:ne, 

who A:ll th@R paRts @v me: t@ the: did give, 

th@t due @v mAn@I, n@Uw is th@Ine alo:ne. 

thE:R images @ lGvd, @I view in the:, 

@n th@U (A:ll thE:y) hast A:ll the A:ll @v me:. 
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if th@U suRv@Ive mI well-contentId dE:y, 

hwen that ch6Rl death mI bo:nes with dGst sh@ll cGveR 

@n shQlt bI foRt@n o:nce moRe re:-s6RvE:y : 

the:se po:R rude l@Ines @v th@I dIce:sId lGveR : 

compE:Re @m with the bettrin of the t@Ime, 

@n tho:ugh thEy be: @Utstrippd bI evr@I pen, 

rIs6Rve @m foR mI lGve, not foR mI rh@Ime, 

Ixce:dId b@I the h@Ight @v happieR men. 

o: then v@UchsE:fe mI bGt this lGvin thought, 

had m@I friends muse gro:an with this gro:win E:ge, 

@ di:ReR b6Rth th@n this iz lGve @d brought 

t@ maRch in ranks @v betteR ekipE:ge : 

b@t since I d@Id @n po:ets betteR prGve, 

thE:Rs f@R thER st@Ile @Ill re:d, his f@R is lGve. 
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full mAn@I @ gloRious moRnin have @ se:n, 

flatteR the m@Untain tops with sovrIn @I, 

kissin with go:lden fE:ce the mead@z gre:n : 

gildin pE:le stre:ms with heavnl@I Alchem@I : 

ano:n p6Rmit the bE:sIst cl@Uds t@ r@Ide, 

with Ggl@I rack on his celestIal fE:ce, 

@n from the foRloRn wARld Iz visage h@Ide, 

ste:lin Gnse:n t@ west with this disgrE:ce : 

e:n so: mI sGn o:ne 6Rl@I moRn did sh@Ine, 

with A:ll tr@IGmphant splendouR on mI br@Uw, 

b@t @Ut alack, I wAs b@t o:ne o:R m@Ine, 

the rE:gIon cl@Ud @th mæskt Im from mI n@Uw. 

yIt him f@R this, mI lGve no: hwit disdE:nIth, 

sGns @ the wARld mEy stE:n, hwen he@ns sGn stE:nIth. 
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hw@I dids th@U promise sGch a beautIous dE:y, 

@n mE:ke mI travel foRth with@Ut mI clo:k, 

t@ let bE:se cl@Uds o:RtE:ke mI in mI wE:y, 

h@Idin thI brE:vr@I in th@R rotten smo:ke. 

tis not enGgh th@t through the cl@Ud th@U brE:k, 

t@ dr@I the rE:n on m@I stoRm-be:ten fE:ce, 

f@R no: man well @v sGch a salve c@n spE:k, 

th@t he:ls the wound, @n cuRes not the disgrE:ce : 

noR can thI shE:me give physic to mI gre:f, 

tho:gh th@U rIpent, yIt @I @v still the loss, 

thoffendeRs soR@ lends b@t we:k rIle:f 

t@ hIm th@t bE:Rs the strong offences cross. 

a: bGt tho:se ti:Rs @Re p6Rl hwich th@I lGve sheds, 

@n thEy @Re rich, @n ransom A:ll ill de:ds. 
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n@ moRe bI gre:vd @t that hwich th@U @s dGne, 

ro:ses @ve thoRns, @n silveR f@Untains mGd,  

cl@Uds @nd Iclipses stE:n bo:th moon @n sGn, 

@n lo:tsome cankeR lives in swe:tIst bGd. 

A:ll men mE:ke fauts, @nd e:ven @I in this, 

autor@Izin thI trespass with compARe, 

mIself corGptin salvin th@I amiss, 

Ixcusin th@I sins moRe th@n th@I sins ARe : 

f@R to thI sensy@l faut @ bring in sense, 

thI adv6Rse paRt@I is thI advocE:te, 

@n gens mI self a lawful ple:y commence, 

s@ch civil wAR is in mI lGve @nd hE:te, 

th@t @I an accessaR@I ne:ds m@s be:, 

t@ that swe:t the:f hwich s@URl@I robs fr@m me:. 
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let me: confess th@t we: two mGs bI twE:n, 

Altho:ugh o:R Gndiv@IdId lGves @R o:ne : 

so: shQll tho:se blots th@t do with me: rImE:n, 

with@Ut thI help, bI me: bI boRn alo:ne. 

in o:R two lGves theRe is b@t o:ne rIspect, 

tho:ugh in o:R l@Ives a separable sp@Ite, 

hwich tho:ugh it AlteR not lGves so:le Iffect, 

yIt dGth it ste:l swe:t o:Rs fr@m lGves dIl@Ight. 

@ mE:y not eveRmoRe acknowledge the:, 

lest m@I bIwE:lId guilt should do thI shE:me, 

noR th@U with pGblic k@IndnIss honouR me:, 

unless th@U tE:ke that honouR from thI nE:me : 

b@t do not so:, @ lGve thI in s@ch soRt, 

@z th@U be:in m@Ine, m@Ine is thI good rIpoRt. 
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@z a dIcrepit fætheR tE:kes dIl@Ight, 

t@ se: Iz active ch@Ild do de:ds @ youth, 

so: @I, mE:de lE:me bI foRt@ns di:RIst sp@Ite 

tE:ke A:ll mI cGmfoRt of thI wARth @n truth. 

f@R hwetheR beaut@I, b6Rth, @R wealth, @R wit, 

@R An@I of the:se A:ll, @R A:ll, @R moRe 

ent@Itled in thI paRts, do cr@UwnId sit, 

@ mE:ke mI lGve IngræftId to this stoRe : 

s@ then @I am not lE:me, po:R, noR dIsp@Isd, 

hw@Ils that this shad@ dGth s@ch sGbstance give, 

th@t @I in th@I abGndance am suff@Icd, 

@n b@I a paRt @v A:ll thI glor@I live : 

look hwAt is best, that best @I wish in the:, 

this wish @I have, then ten t@Imes happ@I me:. 
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h@Uw can mI muse wAnt sGbjIct to invent 

hw@Ile th@U d@s bre:the th@t po:Rst into mI v6Rse, 

thIn o:wn swe:t aRgIment, too excellent,  

f@R evr@I vGlgaR pE:peR to rIh6Rse : 

o: give thI self the thanks if aught in me:, 

w6Rth@I perusal stand agenst thI s@Ight, 

f@R whos s@ dGmb th@t cannot wr@Ite t@ the:, 

hwen th@U thI self d@s give invensIon l@Ight? 

bI th@U the tenth muse, ten t@Imes moRe in w6Rth 

th@n tho:se o:ld n@Ine hwich rh@ImeRs invocE:te, 

@nd he: th@t cA:lls on the:, let him bring foRth 

It6Rnal nGmbeRs to @Utlive long dE:te. 

if m@I sl@Ight muse do ple:se the:se curious dE:ys, 

the pE:n bI m@Ine, b@t th@Ine sh@ll be: the prE:se. 
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o: h@U thI w6Rth with manneRs mE:y @ sing, 

hwen th@U @Rt A:ll the betteR paRt @ me:? 

hwAt can mIn o:wn prE:se to mIn o:wn self bring; 

@n hwAt ist bGt mIn o:wn hwen @I prE:se the:, 

Even f@R this, let Gs div@Ided live, 

@nd o:R di:R lGve lose nE:me @v single o:ne, 

th@t b@I this seperE:sIon @I mE:y give 

that due t@ the: hwich th@U dIs6Rvst alo:ne : 

o: absence hwAt a toRment woulds thou prGve, 

weRe it not th@I s@UR lez@R gE:ve swe:t le:ve, 

to enteRtE:n the t@Ime with thoughts @ lGve, 

hwich t@Ime @n thoughts so: swe:tl@I dGth dIce:ve. 

@n that th@U te:chIst h@Uw t@ mE:ke o:ne twE:n, 

bI prE:sin him hi:Re who d@th hence rImE:n. 
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tE:ke A:ll mI lGves, mI lGve, yE tE:ke @m A:ll, 

hwAt hast th@U then moRe than th@U hads bIfoRe? 

no: lGve, mI lGve, th@t th@U mE:yst true lGve cA:ll, 

A:ll m@Ine w@z th@Ine, bIfoRe th@U hads this moRe : 

then if f@R m@I lGve, th@U m@I lGve rIce:vIst, 

@ cannot blE:me thI, foR mI lGve th@U usIst, 

b@t yIt bI blE:md, if th@U this self dIce:vIst 

bI wilful tast @v hwAt thI self rIfusIst. 

@ do f@Rgive thI robbr@I gentle the:f 

Altho:ugh th@U ste:l thI A:ll mI pov@Rt@I : 

@n yIt lGve kno:ws it is a gre:teR gre:f 

t@ bE:R lGves wrong, th@n hE:tes kno:wn injur@I. 

lascivious grE:ce, in whom A:ll ill well sho:ws, 

kill me: with sp@Ites yIt we: m@s not bI fo:es. 
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tho:se prett@I wrongs th@t libeRt@I commits, 

hwen @I @m sGmet@Ime absent from thI heaRt, 

thI beaut@I, and thI yi:Rs full well bIfits, 

foR still temtE:sIon foll@s hwE:Re th@U aRt. 

gentle th@U aRt, @n thE:RefoRe to bI wGn, 

beauteous th@U aRt, thE:RefoRe t@ be: assE:ld. 

@n hwen a woman woos, hwAt womans sGn, 

wil s@URl@I le:ve @R till I have prIvE:ld. 

@I me:, b@t yIt th@U m@Ights mI se:t f@RbE:R, 

@n ch@Ide thI beaut@I, and thI strE:yin youth, 

who le:d thI in th@R r@Iot e:ven thE:Re 

hwE:Re th@U @Rt foRcd t@ brE:k a twofo:ld truth : 

heRs bI thI beaut@I temtin heR t@ the:, 

th@Ine bI thI beaut@I be:in fAlse t@ me:. 
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th@t th@U ast heR it is not A:ll mI gre:f, 

@n yIt it mE:y bI said @ lGvd @R di:Rl@I,  

th@t she: ath the: is of mI wE:lin che:f, 

a loss in lGve th@t tGches me: moRe ni:Rl@I. 

lGvin offendeRs thGs @ will Ixcuse yI, 

th@U dGst lGve heR, bIcause th@U kno:wst @I lGve @R, 

@n foR mI sE:ke e:n so: d@th she: abuse mI, 

sGffrin m@I friend f@R m@I sE:ke to apprGve @R, 

if @I lose the:, mI loss is m@I lGves gE:n, 

@n losin heR, mI friend @th f@Und that loss, 

bo:th f@Ind e:ch o:theR, and @ lose bo:th twE:n, 

@n bo:th f@R m@I sE:ke lE:y on me: this cross, 

b@t hi:Res the j@Iy, mI friend @nd @I @Re o:ne, 

swe:t flattr@I, then shI lGves b@t me: alo:ne. 
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hwen mo:st @ wink then do mIn @Iz best se:, 

f@R A:ll the dE:y thEy view things unrIspectId, 

b@t hwen @ sle:p, in dre:ms thEy look on the:, 

@n daRkl@I br@Ight, @Re br@Ight in daRk directId. 

then th@U whose shad@ shad@s dGth mE:ke br@Ight, 

h@Uw would thI shad@s foRm, foRm happ@I sho:w, 

t@ the cli:R dE:y with th@I mGch cli:ReR l@Ight, 

hwen to unse:in @Iz thI shE:de sh@Ines so:? 

h@Uw would (@ sE:y) mIn @Iz bI blessId mE:de, 

bI lookin on thI in the livin dE:y? 

hwen in dead n@Ight thI fE:R imp6Rfit shE:de, 

through heav@I sle:p on s@IghtlIss @Iz d@th stE:y? 

A:ll dE:ys @R n@Ights t@ se: till @I se: the:, 

@n n@Ights br@Ight dE:ys hwen dre:ms do sho:w thI me:. 
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if the dGll sGbstance of mI flesh w@Re thought, 

inj@Rious distance should not stop mI wE:y, 

f@R then dIsp@Ite @v spE:ce @ would bI brought, 

fr@m limits faR rImo:te hwE:Re th@U d@s stE:y, 

n@ matteR then Altho:ugh mI foot did stand 

upon the faRthIst 6Rth rImGvd fr@m the:, 

f@R nimble thought c@n jGmp bo:th se: @n land, 

@z soon @z think the plE:ce hwE:Re he: would be:.  

b@t a:, thought kills mI that @I am not thought 

t@ le:p laRge lengths @ m@Iles hwen th@U @Rt go:ne. 

b@t that s@ mGch @v 6Rth @n wAteR wrought, 

@ mGst attend, t@Imes lez@R with mI mo:an. 

rIce:vin naught bI elements s@ slo:w, 

b@t heav@I ti:Rs, badges @v etheRs wo:e. 
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the o:theR two, sl@Ight E:R, @n p6Rgin f@IR, 

@R bo:th with the:, hwE:ReveR @I ab@Ide, 

the f6Rst mI thought, the o:theR m@I dIs@IRe, 

the:se present absent with swe:t mo:sIon sl@Ide. 

f@R hwen the:se quickeR elements @R go:ne, 

in tendeR embass@I @v lGve t@ the:, 

mI l@Ife be:in mE:de @v fo:R, with two alo:ne, 

sinks d@Uwn t@ death, oppressd with melanchle:. 

until l@Ifes composisIon be: rIcu:Rd, 

bI tho:se swift messengeRs rIt6Rnd fr@m the:, 

who e:n b@t n@Uw cGme back agen assyu:Rd, 

@v th@I fE:R health, rIc@Untin it t@ me:. 

this to:ld, @I j@Iy, b@t then no: longeR glad, 

@ send th@m back agen @n strE:ght gro:w sad. 
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mIn @I @nd heaRt @Re at a moRtal wAR, 

h@Uw t@ div@Ide the conquIst of thI s@Ight, 

mIn @I, mI heaRt thI pict@Rs s@Ight would baR, 

mI heaRt, mIn @I the fre:dom of that r@Ight, 

mI heaRt d@th ple:d th@t th@U in him d@st l@I, 

a closet neveR pi:Rcd with crystal @Iz, 

b@t the dIfendant dGth that ple: dIn@Iy, 

@n sEys in him thI fE:R appi:Rance l@Iz. 

t@ c@Ide this t@Itle is impanIllId 

a quest @v thoughts, A:ll tenants to the heaRt, 

@n b@I th@R v6Rdict is dIt6RminId 

the cli:R @Iz m@It@I, and the di:R heaRts paRt. 

as thGs, mIn @Iz due is thI @UtwaRd paRt, 

@n m@I heaRts r@Ight, thI inwaRd lGve @v heaRt. 
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bItwixt mIn @I @nd heaRt a le:gue is took, 

@nd e:ch d@th good t6Rns n@Uw unto the o:GtheR, 

hwen that mIn @I is famishd foR a look, 

oR heaRt in lGve with s@Ighs imself d@th smo:theR; 

with m@I lGves pict@R then mI @I d@th fest, 

@n to the pE:ntId bankIt bids mI heaRt : 

anGtheR t@Ime mI @I is m@I heaRts guest, 

@nd in iz thoughts @ lGve d@th shE:Re a paRt. 

so: etheR b@I thI pict@R oR mI lGve, 

thI self awE:y, aRt present still with me:, 

f@R th@U no: faRtheR than mI thoughts canst mGve, 

@nd @I @m still with them, @n thE:y with the:. 

@R if thEy sle:p, thI pict@R in mI s@Ight 

awE:kes mI heaRt, t@ heaRts @nd @Iz dIl@Ight. 
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h@Uw cE:Reful wAs @I hwen @ took mI wE:y, 

e:ch tr@Ifle GndeR truIst baRs t@ thrGst, 

th@t to mI use it m@Ight unusId stE:y 

fr@m hands @v fAlsehood, in suRe wARds @ trGst? 

b@t th@U, t@ whom mI jewels tr@Ifles E:Re, 

mo:st wARth@I cGmfoRt, n@Uw mI grE:tIst gre:f, 

th@U best @v di:RIst, and mIn o:nl@I cE:Re, 

aRt left the prE:y @v evr@I vGlgaR the:f. 

the: have @ not lockd Gp in An@I chest, 

sE:ve hwE:Re th@U aRt not, tho:ugh @ fe:l th@U aRt, 

within the gentle clo:sy@R of mI breast, 

fr@m hwence @t plez@R th@U mE:yst cGme @n paRt, 

@nd Even thence th@U wilt bI sto:ln @ fi:R, 

f@R truth prGves the:vish f@R a pr@Ize s@ di:R. 
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agens that t@Ime (if eveR that t@Ime cGme) 

hwen @I sh@ll se: thI fr@Uwn on m@I dIfecs, 

hwen as thI lGve @th cæst iz Gtmo:st sGm, 

cA:lled to that audit b@I adv@Isd rIspecs, 

agens that t@Ime hwen th@U sh@lt strE:ngel@I pæss, 

@n scE:Rcel@I gre:t mI with that sGn thIn @I, 

hwen lGve conv6RtId from the thing it wAs 

sh@ll re:asons f@Ind @v settlId gravit@I. 

agens that t@Ime do @I Insconce mI hi:Re 

within the knowledge of mIn o:wn dIs6Rt, 

@n this mI hand, agens mIself upri:R, 

t@ guaRd the lawful re:asons on thI paRt, 

t@ le:ve po:R me:, th@U hast the strength @ laws, 

since hw@I t@ lGve, @ can allege no: cause. 
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h@U heav@I do @ j6Rn@I on the wE:y, 

hwen hwAt @ se:k (mI wi:R@I travels end) 

d@th te:ch that e:se @n that rIpo:se t@ sE:y 

thGs faR the m@Iles @Re mez@Rd from thI friend. 

the be:st th@t bE:Rs mI, t@I@Rd with mI wo:e, 

plods dGll@I on, t@ bE:R that wE:ght in me:, 

@z if bI sGme instinct the wretch did kno:w 

iz r@IdeR lGvd not spe:d be:in mE:de fr@m the: : 

the blGd@I sp6R cannot provo:ke im o:n, 

th@t sGmet@Imes angeR thrGsts into iz h@Ide, 

hwich heavil@I I ænsweRs with a gro:an, 

moRe shaRp t@ me: th@n sp6Rin to iz s@Ide, 

f@R that sE:me gro:an d@th put this in mI m@Ind, 

mI gre:f l@Iz onwaRd and mI j@Iy bIh@Ind. 
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thGs can mI lGve Ixcuse the slo:w offence, 

@v m@I dGll bE:ReR, hwen fr@m the: @ spe:d, 

fr@m hwE:Re th@U aRt, hw@I should @ hast mI thence, 

till @I rIt6Rn @v po:stin is n@ ne:d. 

o: hwAt Ixcuse will m@I po:R be:st then f@Ind, 

hwen swift Ixtremit@I c@n se:m b@t slo:w, 

then should @ sp6R tho:ugh m@UntId on the w@Ind, 

in wingId spe:d no: mo:sIon shQll @ kno:w, 

then can no: hoRse with m@I dIs@IRe ke:p pE:ce, 

thE:RefoRe dIs@IRe (of p6Rfits lGve be:in mE:de)  

sh@ll nE:gh no: dGll flesh in iz f@IR@I rE:ce, 

b@t lGve, f@R lGve, thGs shQll Ixcuse mI jE:de, 

since from thI go:in he: went wilful slo:w, 

to:Rds the: @ll rGn, @n give im le:ve t@ go:. 
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so: am @I as the rich whose blessId ke:y, 

c@n bring Im to iz swe:t Gp-lockId trez@R, 

the hwich I will not evr@I o:R suRvE:y, 

f@R blGntin the f@Ine p@Int @v seldom plez@R. 

thE:RefoRe @Re fests s@ solemn and s@ rE:Re, 

since seldom cGmin in the long yi:R set, 

l@Ike sto:nes @ wARth thEy plE:nl@I plE:cId E:Re, 

oR captain jewels in the caRcanet. 

so: is the t@Ime th@t ke:ps you as mI chest, 

oR as the wARdro:be hwich the ro:be d@th h@Ide, 

t@ mE:ke s@m speshcIal instant speshIal blest, 

bI new unfo:ldin hisz imprisond pr@Ide. 

blessId @Re you whose wARthinIss gives sco:pe, 

be:in had t@ tr@Iumph, be:in lackd t@ ho:pe. 
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hwAt is y@R sGbstance, hwE:Reof aRe y@ mE:de, 

th@t millions of strE:nge shad@z on y@ tend? 

since evr@I o:ne, hath evr@I o:ne, o:ne shE:de,  

@nd you b@t o:ne, c@n evr@I shad@ lend : 

dIscr@Ibe ado:nis and the c@UnteRfet, 

is po:Rl@I imitE:tId a:t@R you, 

on helens che:k A:ll aRt @v beaut@I set :  

@n you in gre:shIan t@IRes @Re pE:ntId new : 

spe:ak @ the spring, @n f@Ison of the yi:R, 

the o:ne d@th shad@ of y@R beaut@I sho:w, 

the o:theR as y@R b@Unt@I d@th appi:R, 

@nd you in evr@I blessId shE:pe wI know. 

in A:ll Ixt6Rnal grE:ce y@ have s@me paRt, 

b@t you l@Ike no:ne, no:ne you f@R constant heaRt. 

 

 

 

 

54 

o: h@Uw m@ch moRe d@th beaut@I beautyus se:m, 

bI that swe:t oRnament hwich truth d@th give, 

the ro:se looks fE:R, b@t fE:ReR we: it de:m 

f@R that swe:t o:douR, hwich d@th in it live : 

the cankeR blooms @ve full @z de:p a d@I, 

@z the p6RfumId tinct@R of the ro:ses, 

hang on s@ch thoRns, @n plE:y @z wAntonl@I, 

hwen sGmmeRs breath th@R mæskId bGds disclo:ses; 

b@t foR th@R v6Rty@ o:nl@I is th@R sho:w, 

thEy live unwooed, @nd GnrIspectId fE:de, 

d@I t@ themselves. swe:t ro:ses do not so:. 

@v thE:R swe:t deaths, @Re swe:tIst o:douRs mE:de : 

@n so: of you, beauteous @n lGvel@I youth, 

hwen that sh@ll vE:de, bI v6Rse distils y@R truth. 
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not maRble, noR the gildId monIments,  

@v princes shQll @Utlive this po:Rful rh@Ime, 

b@t you sh@ll sh@Ine moRe br@Ight in the:se contents 

th@n Gnswept sto:ne, bIsmi:Rd with slGttish t@Ime. 

hwen wastful wAR sh@ll staty@z oveR-t6Rn, 

@n br@Ils root @Ut the w6Rk @v mE:sonr@I, 

noR maRs iz swoRd, noR wARs quick f@IR sh@ll b6Rn; 

the livin recoRd of y@R memor@I. 

gens death, @nd A:ll oblivious enmit@I 

sh@ll you pE:ce foRth, y@R prE:se sh@ll still f@Ind rUm, 

e:n in the @Iz @v A:ll posterit@I 

th@t wE:aR this wARld @Ut to the endin dUm. 

so: till the jGdgement that y@R self ar@Ise, 

you live in this, @n dwell in lGveRs @Iz. 
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swe:t lGve rInew thI foRce, bI it not sE:d 

thI edge should blGnteR be: th@n appet@Ite, 

hwich bGt t@dE:y bI fe:din is allE:yed, 

t@morr@ shaRpend in iz foRmeR m@Ight. 

so: lGve bI th@U, Altho:ugh t@dE:y th@U fill 

thI hGngr@I @Iz, e:n till thEy wink with fulnIss, 

t@morr@ se: agen, @n do not kill 

the spr@It @ lGve, with a p6Rpety@l dGllnIss : 

let this sad interim l@Ike thoshIan be: 

hwich paRts the shoRe, hwE:Re two contractId new, 

cGme dE:l@I to the banks, th@t hwen thEy se:  

rIt6Rn @v lGve, moRe blest mEy be: the view. 

@z cA:ll it winteR, hwich be:in full @ cE:Re, 

mE:kes sGmmeRs wAlcome, thr@Ice moRe wishd, moRe rE:Re. 
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be:in y@R slE:ve hwAt should @ do b@t tend, 

upon the o:Rs, @n t@Imes @v yu:R dIs@IRe? 

@I have no: preshIous t@Ime @t A:ll t@ spend; 

noR s6Rvices t@ do till you rIq@IRe. 

noR dE:Re @ ch@Ide the wARld-with@Ut-end o:R, 

hw@Ilst @I (mI sovreign) wAtch the clock f@R you, 

noR think the bitteRnIss @v absence so:R, 

hwen you @v bid y@R s6Rvant o:nce adyu:. 

noR dE:Re @I qestIon with mI jealous thought, 

hwE:Re you mEy be:, oR yu:R affE:Rs suppo:se, 

b@t l@Ike a sad slE:ve stE:y @n think @v nought 

sE:ve hwE:Re you aRe, h@U happ@I you mE:ke tho:se. 

so: true a fUl is lGve, th@t in y@R will, 

(tho:ugh you do An@Ithing) he: thinks no: ill. 
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that god f@Rbid, th@t mE:de mI f6Rst y@R slE:ve, 

@ should in thought contro:l y@R t@Imes @ plez@R, 

oR at y@R hand thacc@Unt @v o:Rs t@ crE:ve, 

be:in y@R vassal b@Und t@ stE:y y@R lez@R. 

o: let mI sGffeR (be:in at y@R beck) 

thimprisond absence of y@R libeRt@I, 

@n pE:shIence tE:me, t@ sGffrance b@Ide e:ch check, 

with@Ut accusin you @v injur@I. 

bI hwE:Re y@ list, y@R chaRteR is s@ strong, 

th@t you y@R self mEy privilege y@R t@Ime 

t@ hwAt y@ will, t@ you it dGth bIlo0ng, 

y@R self t@ paRdon of self-doin cr@Ime. 

@I am t@ wE:t. tho:ugh wE:tin so: bI hell, 

not blE:me y@R plez@R be: it ill @R well. 
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if thE:Re bI no:tin new, b@t that hwich is, 

@th be:n bIfoRe, h@Uw aRe @R brE:ns bIg@Ild, 

hwich lE:brin f@R invensIon bE:R amiss 

the second b6Rthen of a foRmeR ch@Ild? 

o: that rIcoRd could with a backwaRd look, 

e:n of f@Ive hGndrId couRses of the sGn, 

sho:w me: y@R image in s@m antik book, 

since m@Ind @t f6Rst in characteR w@z dGne. 

th@t @I m@Ight se: hwAt the o:ld wARld could sE:y, 

t@ this compo:sId wGndeR of y@R frE:me, 

hwE@R we: @R mendId, oR hwE:Re betteR thE:y, 

oR hwetheR revolusIon be: the sE:me. 

o: suRe @I am the wits @v foRmeR dE:ys, 

t@ sGbjIks w6Rse @v givn adm@IRin prE:se. 
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l@Rke as the wE:ves mE:ke to:Rds the pebbled shoRe, 

so: do @R minutes hæsten to th@R end, 

e:ch chE:ngin plE:ce with that hwich go:es bIfoRe, 

in se:qent t@Il A:ll for@Rds do contend.  

nativit@I o:nce in the mE:n @v l@Ight, 

crawls to maty@rit@I, hwE:Rewith be:in cr@Uwnd, 

crookId Iclipses genst Iz gloR@I f@Ight, 

@n t@Ime th@t gE:ve, d@th n@Uw Iz gift conf@Und. 

t@Ime dGth transfix the flGrish set on youth, 

@n delves the parallels in beaut@Is bro:w, 

fe:ds on the rE:rit@Is @f nE:t@Rs truth, 

@n no:tin stands b@t foR Iz s@Ithe t@ mo:w. 

@n yIt t@ t@Imes in ho:pe, mI v6Rse sh@ll stand 

prE:sin th@I w6Rth, dIsp@Ite Iz cruel hand. 
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is it thI will, thI image should ke:p o:pen 

mI heav@I @Ilids to the wi:R@I n@Ight? 

d@s th@U dIs@IR mI slGmbeRs should bI bro:ken, 

hw@Ile shad@z l@Ike t@ the: do mock mI s@Ight? 

is it thI spirit that th@U sends fr@m the: 

s@ fæR fr@m ho:me th@t th@U mI de:ds t@ pr@I, 

t@ f@Ind @Ut shE:mes @nd @Idl o:Rs in me:, 

the sco:pe @n tenouR of thI jealous@I? 

o: no:, thI lGve tho:ugh mGch, is not s@ grE:t, 

it is mI lGve th@t ke:ps mIn @I awE:ke, 

mIn o:wn true lGve th@t dGth mI rest dIfe:t, 

t@ plE:y the wAtch-man eveR foR thI sE:ke. 

foR the: wAtch @I, hw@Ilst th@U d@st wE:ke elsehwE:Re, 

fr@m me: faR Q:ff, with o:theRs A:ll too nE:R. 
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sin @v self-lGve possesseth A:ll mIn @I, 

@nd A:ll mI so:ul, @nd A:ll mI evr@I paRt; 

@n foR this sin th@Re is no: remed@I, 

it is so: gr@UndId inw@Rd in mI heaRt. 

mIthinks no: fE:ce s@ grE:shIous is @z m@Ine, 

no: shE:pe s@ true, no: truth @v sGch acc@Unt, 

@n foR mI self mIn o:wn wARth do dIf@Ine, 

@z @I A:ll o:theR in A:ll wARths surm@Unt. 

b@t hwen mI glæss sho:ws me: mIself inde:d 

be:ted @n choppd with tannd antiqit@I, 

mIn o:wn self-lGve qu@Ite contrar@I @ re:d 

self, so: self-lGvin w6Re iniqit@I. 

tis the: (mI self) th@t foR mI self @ prE:se, 

pE:ntin mI E:ge with beaut@I of thI dE:ys. 
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agens mI lGve sh@ll be: @z @I @m n@Uw 

with t@Imes injGrious hand crGshd and o:RwoRn, 

hwen o:Rs @v drE:nd Iz blGd @n filld Iz br@Uw 

with l@Ines @n wrinkles, hwen Iz youthful moRn 

@th travelld on to E:ges ste:p@I n@Ight, 

@nd A:ll tho:se beaut@Is hwE:Reof n@Uw i:z king 

@Re vanishin, oR vanishd @Ut @ s@Ight, 

ste:lin awE:y the trez@R of Iz spring. 

f@R sGch a t@Ime do @I n@Uw foRtif@I 

agens conf@Undin E:ges cruel kn@Ife, 

th@t he: sh@ll neveR cGt fr@m memor@I 

mI swe:t lGves beaut@I, tho:ugh mI lGveRs l@Ife. 

his beaut@I shQll in the:se black l@Ines bI se:n, 

@n thE:y sh@ll live, @nd he: in them still gre:n.  
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hwen @I @v se:n bI t@Imes fell hand dIfE:cd 

the rich pr@Ud cost @v @UtwoRn buRied E:ge, 

hwen sGmet@Ime loft@I to:Rs @ se: d@Uwn rE:zd, 

@n bræss It6Rnal slE:ve t@ moRtal rE:ge. 

hwen @I @v se:n the hGngr@I o:shIan gE:n 

advæntage on the kingdom of the shoRe, 

@n the f6Rm s@Il win @v the wA:tr@I mE:n, 

incre:sin stoRe with loss, @n loss with stoRe. 

hwen @I @v se:n s@ch inteRchE:nge @v stE:te, 

oR stE:te itself conf@UndId, to dIcE:y, 

ruin @th taught mI thGs t@ ruminE:te 

th@t t@Ime will cGme @n tE:ke mI lGve awE:y. 

this thought is as a death hwich cannot choose 

b@t we:p t@ have, that hwich it fi:Rs t@ lose. 
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since bræss, noR sto:ne, noR 6Rth, noR b@UndlIss se:a, 

b@t sad moRtalit@I o:RswE:ys th@R po:R, 

h@Uw with this rE:ge sh@ll beaut@I ho:ld a ple:a, 

whose acsIon is no: strongeR than a flo:R? 

o: h@Uw sh@ll sGmmeRs hGn@I breath ho:ld @Ut, 

agens the wrackful se:ge @v battrin dE:ys, 

hwen rocks impregnable @Re not s@ st@Ut, 

noR gE:ts @v ste:l s@ strong b@t t@Ime dIcE:ys? 

o: fi:Rful meditE:sIon, hwE:Re alack, 

sh@ll t@Imes best jewel from t@Imes chest l@I hid? 

oR hwAt strong hand c@n ho:ld iz swift foot back, 

oR who iz sp@Il @v beaut@I can foRbid? 

o: no:ne, unless this miracle have m@Ight, 

th@t in black ink mI lGve mEy still sh@Ine br@Ight. 
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t@IRd with A:ll the:se f@R restful death @ cr@I, 

@z to bIho:ld dIs6Rt a beggaR boRn, 

@n ne:d@I no:tin trimmd in jollit@I, 

@n puRIst fE:th unhappil@I foRswoRn, 

@n gildId honouR shE:mefull@I misplE:cd, 

@n mE:den v6Rty@ rudel@I strGmpItId, 

@n r@Ight p@RfecsIon wrongfull@I disgrE:cd, 

@n strength bI limpin swE:y disE:b@lId, 

@nd aRt mE:de tong-t@Id b@I autorit@I, 

@n foll@I (doctoR-l@Ike) contro:llin skill, 

@n simple truth miscA:lld simplicit@I, 

@n captive good attendin captain ill. 

t@IRd with A:ll the:se, fr@m the:se would @I bI go:ne, 

sE:ve that t@ d@I, @ le:ve mI lGve alo:ne. 
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a: hwE:RefoRe with infecsIon should I live, 

@n with iz presence grE:ce imp@Iet@I, 

th@t sin bI him advæntage should achIve, 

@n lE:ce itself with his soc@Iet@I? 

hw@I should fAlse pE:ntin imitE:te iz che:k; 

@n ste:l dead se:in of iz livin hue? 

hw@I should po:R beaut@I indirectl@I se:k, 

ro:ses @v shad@, since iz ro:se is true? 

hw@I should I live, n@Uw nE:t@R bankrupt is, 

beggaRd @v blGd t@ blGsh through l@Ivel@I vE:ns, 

f@R she: @th no: IxchequeR n@Uw b@t his, 

@n pr@Ud @v mAn@I, lives upon iz gE:ns? 

o: him shI stoRes, t@ sho:w hwAt wealth shI had, 

in dE:ys long since, bIfoRe the:se læst w@Re bad. 
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thGs is iz che:k the map @ dE:ys @UtwoRn, 

hwen beaut@I livd @n d@Id @z flo:Rs do n@Uw, 

bIfoRe the:se bæst@Rd s@Ins @v fE:R w@Re boRne, 

oR d6Rst inhabit on a livin br@Uw : 

bIfoRe the go:lden tresses of the dead, 

the r@Ight @v sepulch6Res, w@Re shoRn awE:y, 

t@ live a second l@Ife on second head, 

E:Re beaut@Is dead fle:ce mE:de anGtheR gE:y : 

in him tho:se ho:l@I antik o:Rs @Re se:n, 

with@Ut A:ll oRnament, itself @n true, 

mE:kin no: sGmmeR of anGtheRs gre:n, 

robbin no: o:ld t@ dress iz beaut@I new, 

@nd him @z foR a map d@th nE:t@R stoRe, 

t@ sho:w fAlse aRt hwAt beaut@I wAs @v yoRe. 
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tho:se paRts @ the: th@t the wARlds @I d@th view, 

wAnt no:tin that the thought @v heaRts c@n mend : 

A:ll tongs (the v@Ice @v so:uls) give the: that due, 

Gttrin bE:Re truth, e:n so: @z fo:es commend. 

thI @UtwaRd thGs with @UtwaRd prE:se is cr@Uwnd, 

b@t tho:se sE:me tongs th@t give thI so: thIn o:wn, 

in o:theR accents do this prE:se conf@Und 

bI se:in faRtheR than the @I @th sho:wn. 

thEy look into the beaut@I of thI m@Ind, 

@n that in guess thEy mez@R bI thI de:ds, 

then ch6Rls th@R thoughts (Altho:ugh th@R @Iz w@Re k@Ind) 

t@ th@I fE:R flo:R add the rank smell @v we:ds. 

b@t hw@I thI o:douR matchIth not thI sho:w, 

the s@Il is this, th@t th@U d@st common gro:w. 
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th@t th@U @Rt blE:md sh@ll not bI th@I dIfect, 

f@R slændeRs maRk w@z eveR yIt the fE:R, 

the oRnament @v beaut@I is suspect, 

a cro:w th@t fl@Is in heavens swe:tIst E:R. 

s@ th@U bI good, slændeR d@th bGt apprGve, 

thI wARth the gre:teR be:in woo'd @v t@Ime, 

f@R cankeR v@Ice the swe:tIst bGds d@th lGve, 

@n th@U prIsentst a puRe GnstE:nId pr@Ime. 

th@U hast passd b@I the ambush of yong dE:ys,  

E:R not assE:ld, @R vict@R be:in chaRgd, 

yIt this thI prE:se cannot bI so: thI prE:se, 

t@ t@I @p env@I, eveRmoRe InlaRgd, 

if sGme suspect of ill mæskd not thI sho:w, 

then th@U alo:ne kingdoms @v heaRts shouldst o:we. 
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no: longeR mouRn f@R me: hwen @I @m dead, 

than you sh@ll hi:R the s6Rl@I sGllen bell 

give wARnin to the wARld th@t @I @m fled 

fr@m this v@Ile wARld with vildIst wARms t@ dwell : 

nE:y if y@ re:d this l@Ine, rImembeR not, 

the hand th@t writ it, foR @ lGve y@ so:, 

th@t @I in yu:R swe:t thoughts would be: f@Rgot, 

if thinkin on mI then should mE:ke y@ wo:e. 

o: if (@ sE:y) y@ look upon this v6Rse, 

hwen @I (p@Raps) comp@UndId am with clE:y, 

do not s@ mGch @z m@I po:R nE:me rIh6Rse; 

b@t let y@R lGve e:n with mI l@Ife dIcE:y. 

lest the w@Ise wARld should look into y@R mo:an, 

@n mock y@ with mI a:teR @I @m go:ne. 
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o: lest the wARld should tæsk y@ to rIc@Ite, 

hwAt merit livd in me: th@t you should lGve 

a:teR mI death (di:R lGve) f@Rget mI qu@Ite, 

f@R you in me: c@n no:tin wARth@I prGve. 

unless you would dIv@Ise s@me v6Rty@s l@I, 

t@ do moRe foR mI than mIn o:wn dIs6Rt, 

@nd hang moRe prE:se upon dIce:sId @I, 

th@n nigg@Rd truth would willingl@I impaRt : 

o: lest y@R true lGve mE:y se:m fAlse in this, 

th@t you f@R lGve spe:k well @ me: untrue, 

mI nE:me bI buried hwE:Re mI bod@I is, 

@n live n@ moRe t@ shE:me noR me:, noR you. 

f@R @I @m shE:md bI that hwich @I bring foRth, 

@n so: should you, t@ lGve things no:tin wARth. 
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that t@Ime @ yi:R th@U mE:yst in me: bIho:ld, 

hwen yell@ le:aves, oR no:ne, oR few do hang 

upon tho:se b@Ughs hwich shE:ke agens the co:ld, 

bE:Re ruind chw@IRs, hwE:Re lE:te the swe:t b6Rds sang. 

in me: th@U se:st the tw@Il@Ight of s@ch dE:y, 

@z a:teR sGnset fE:dIth in the west, 

hwich b@I @n b@I black n@Ight d@th tE:ke awE:y, 

deaths second self th@t se:als Gp A:ll in rest. 

in me: th@U se:st the glo:win of s@ch f@IRe, 

th@t on the ashes of Iz youth d@th l@I, 

as the death-bed, hwE:Reon it mGst Ixp@IRe, 

consumd with that hwich it w@z nGrishd b@I. 

this th@U peRce:vst, hwich mE:kes thI lGve moRe strong, 

t@ lGve that well, hwich th@U m@st le:ve E:Re long. 
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b@t be: contentId hwen that fell arrest, 

with@Ut A:ll bE:l sh@ll carr@I me: awE:y, 

mI l@Ife @th in this l@Ine s@me interest, 

hwich foR memoRy@l still with the: sh@ll stE:y. 

hwen th@U rIviewIst this, th@U dGst rIview, 

the ver@I paRt w@z consIcrE:te t@ the:, 

the 6Rth c@n have b@t 6Rth, hwich is Iz due, 

mI spr@It is th@Ine the betteR paRt @ me:, 

s@ then th@U hast b@t lost the dregs @ l@Ife, 

the prE:y @v wARms, mI bod@I be:in dead, 

the co:@Rd conquIst of a wretch's kn@Ife, 

too bE:se @ the: t@ be: rImemberEd, 

the wARth @ that, is that hwich it contE:ns, 

@n that is this, @n this with the: rImE:ns. 
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so: aRe y@ to mI thoughts @z food t@ l@Ife, 

oR as swe:t se:asond sho:@Rs to the gr@Und; 

@n foR the pe:ace @ you @ ho:ld s@ch str@Ife, 

@z twixt a m@IseR and Iz wealth is f@Und. 

n@Uw pr@Ud @z an Inj@IyeR, and ano:n 

d@Ubtin the filchin E:ge will ste:al Iz trez@R, 

n@Uw c@Untin best t@ be: with you alo:ne, 

then betteRd that the wARld mEy se: mI plez@R, 

s@met@Ime A:ll full with festin on y@R s@Ight, 

@n b@I @n b@I cle:an staRvId foR a look, 

possessin oR puRsyuin no: dIl@Ight 

sE:ve hwAt is had, oR mGst fr@m you bI took. 

thGs do @ p@Ine @n s6Rfeit dE:y bI dE:y, 

oR glGttonin on A:ll, oR A:ll awE:y. 
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hw@I is mI v6Rse s@ barren of new pr@Ide? 

s@ faR fr@m vE:RiE:sIon oR quick chE:nge? 

hw@I with the t@Ime do @I not glænce as@Ide 

t@ new-f@Und metods, and t@ comp@Unds strE:nge? 

hw@I wr@Ite @I still A:ll o:ne, eveR the sE:me, 

@n ke:p invensIon in a no:tId we:d, 

th@t evr@I wARd d@th Almo:st tell mI nE:me, 

sho:win thE:R b6Rth, @n hwE:Re thEy dGth pr@ce:d? 

o: kno:w swe:t lGve @I AlwE:ys wr@Ite @v you, 

@n you @nd lGve @Re still mI aRgIment :  

so: A:ll mI best is dressin o:ld wARds new, 

spendin agen hwAt is Alread@I spent : 

f@R as the sGn is dE:l@I new @nd o:ld, 

so: is mI lGve still tellin hwAt is to:ld. 

 

 

 



 

77 

thI glæss will sho:w thI h@Uw thI beaut@Is wE:R, 

thI d@Ial h@Uw thI preshIous minutes wast, 

the vE:cant le:aves thI m@Inds imprint will bE:R, 

@nd of this book, this l6Rnin mEyst th@U tast. 

the wrinkles hwich thI glæss will trul@I sho:w, 

@v m@UthId grE:ves will give thI memor@I, 

th@U b@I thI d@Ials shE:d@I stealth mE:yst kno:w, 

t@Imes the:vish prQgresss to It6Rnit@I. 

look hwAt thI memor@I cannot contE:n, 

commit t@ the:se wast blanks, @n th@U sh@lt f@Ind 

tho:se children n6Rsd, dIliveRd from thI brE:n, 

t@ tE:ke a new aqE:ntance of thI m@Ind. 

the:se offices, so: oft @z th@U wilt look, 

sh@ll profit the:, @n mGch Inrich thI book. 
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so: oft @v @I invo:kd thI foR mI muse, 

@n f@Und s@ch fE:R assistance in mI v6Rse, 

@z evr@I E:lien pen @th got mI uze, 

@nd GndeR the: th@R po:Is@I disp6Rse. 

thIn @Iz, th@t taught the dGmb on h@Igh t@ sing, 

@nd heav@I ignorance aloft t@ fl@I, 

@ve added featheRs to the l6RnIds wing, 

@n given grE:ce a dGble majest@I. 

yIt be: mo:s pr@Ud @v that hwich @I comp@Ile, 

whose influence is th@Ine, @n boRn @v the:, 

in o:theRs wARks th@U dGst b@t mend the st@Ile, 

@nd aRts with th@I swe:t grE:ces grE:cId be:. 

b@t th@U @Rt A:ll mI aRt, @n dGst advænce 

@z h@Igh @z l6Rnin, m@I rude ignorænce. 
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hw@Ilst @I alo:ne did cA:ll upon thI E:d, 

mI v6Rse alo:ne @d A:ll thI gentle grE:ce, 

b@t n@Uw mI grE:shIous nGmbeRs aRe dIcE:yd, 

@n m@I sick muse d@th give anotheR plE:ce. 

@ grant (swe:t lGve) thI lGvel@I aRgIment  

dIs6Rves the travel of a wARthieR pen 

yIt hwAt @v the: thI po:et dGth invent, 

I robs thI of, @n pE:ys it the: agen, 

I lends thI v6Rty@, and I sto:le that wARd, 

fr@m th@I bIhE:vy@R, beaut@I dGth I give 

@n f@Und it in thI che:k : I can affoRd 

no: prE:se t@ the:, b@t hwAt in the: d@th live. 

then thank Im not f@R that hwich he: d@th sE:y, 

since hwAt I o:wes thI, th@U thI self dGth pE:y. 
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o: h@Uw @ fE:nt hwen @I @v the: do wr@Ite, 

kno:win a betteR spr@It d@th use y@R nE:me, 

@nd in the prE:se thE:Reof spends A:ll Iz m@Ight, 

t@ mE:ke mI tong-t@Id spe:kin of y@R fE:me. 

b@t since y@R wARth (w@Ide as the o:shIan is) 

the hGmble as the pr@UdIst sE:l d@th bE:R, 

mI sauc@I baRk (infi:RieR faR t@ his) 

on yu:R broad mE:n d@th wilfull@I appE:R. 

y@R shallowIst help will ho:ld mI Gp aflo:at, 

hw@Ilst he: upon y@R s@UndlIss de:p d@th r@Ide 

oR (be:in wrackd) @I am a wARthlIss bo:at, 

he: @v tA:ll buildin and @v goodl@I pr@Ide. 

then if I thr@Ive @nd @I bI cæst awE:y, 

the wARst w@z this, mI lGve w@z m@I dIcE:y. 
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oR @I sh@ll live y@R epitaph t@ mE:ke, 

oR you suRv@Ive hwen @I in 6Rth @m rotten, 

fr@m hence y@R memor@I death cannot tE:ke, 

Altho:ugh in me: e:ach paRt will be: f@Rgotten. 

y@R nE:me fr@m hence immoRtal l@Ife sh@ll hEve, 

tho:ugh @I (o:nce go:ne) to A:ll the wARld m@s d@I, 

the 6Rth c@n yi:ld mI bGt a common grE:ve, 

hwen you IntGmId in mens @Iz sh@ll l@I, 

y@R monIment sh@ll be: mI gentle v6Rse,   

hwich @Iz not yIt creE:tId shQll o:R-re:ad, 

@n tongs t@ be:, y@R be:in shQll rIh6Rse, 

hwen A:ll the bre:theRs of this wARld @Re de:ad, 

y@ still sh@ll live (s@ch v6Rty@ hath mI pen) 

hwE:Re breath mo:st bre:thes, e:n in the m@Uths @ men. 
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@ grænt th@U w6Rt not married to mI muse, 

@n thE:RefoRe mE:yst with@Ut attE:nt o:Rlook 

the dedicE:tId wARds hwich wr@IteRs use 

@v thE:R fE:R sGbjIct, blessin evr@I book. 

th@U aRt @z fE:R in knowledge as in hue, 

f@Indin thI wARth a limit pæst mI prE:se, 

@n thE:RefoRe aRt InfoRcd t@ se:k anew, 

s@me fresheR stamp @v the t@Ime-bettrin dE:ys. 

@n do so: lGve, yIt hwen thEy have dIv@Isd, 

hwAt strE:nId tGches rhetoric c@n lend, 

th@U trul@I fE:R, w@Rt trul@I sympat@Izd, 

in true plE:n wARds, bI th@I true-tellin friend. 

@n thE:R grQss pE:ntin m@Ight bI betteR usd, 

hwE:Re che:ks ne:d blGd, in the: it is abusd. 
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@ neveR saw th@t you did pE:ntin ne:d, 

@n thE:RefoRe to y@R fE:R no: pE:ntin set, 

@ f@Und (oR thought @ f@Und) you did Ixce:d, 

the barren tendeR of a po:ets debt : 

@n thE:RefoRe have @ slept in yu:R rIpoRt, 

th@t you y@Rself be:in extant well m@Ight sho:w, 

h@Uw faR a modeRn quill d@th cGme too shoRt, 

spe:kin @v wARth, hwAt wARth in you d@th gro:w, 

this s@Ilence foR mI sin y@ did impute, 

hwich shQll bI mo:st mI glor@I be:in dGmb. 

f@R @I impE:R not beaut@I be:in mute, 

hwen o:theRs would give l@Ife, @n bring a tGmb. 

th@Re lives moRe l@Ife in o:ne @ yu:R fE:R @Iz, 

th@n bo:th y@R po:ets can in prE:se dIv@Ise. 
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who is it th@t sE:z mo:st, hwich can sE:y moRe,  

th@n this rich prE:se, th@t you alo:ne, @Re you, 

in whose conf@Ine immy@RId is the stoRe, 

hwich should Ixæmple hwE:Re y@R e:qual grew. 

le:an penur@I within that pen d@th dwell, 

th@t to Iz sGbjIct lends not sGme smA:ll glor@I, 

b@t he: th@t wr@Ites @ you, if he: c@n tell, 

th@t you @Re you, so: dignif@Is Iz stor@I. 

let him b@t cop@I hwAt in you is writ, 

not mE:kin w6Rse hwAt nE:t@R mE:de s@ clE:R, 

@n sGch a c@UnteRpaRt sh@ll fE:me Iz wit, 

mE:kin Iz st@Ile adm@IRId evr@IhwE:Re. 

you t@ y@R beauteous blessins add a c6Rse, 

be:in fond on prE:se, hwich mE:kes y@R prE:ses w6Rse. 
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mI tong-t@Id muse in manneRs ho:lds @R still, 

hw@Ile comments of y@R prE:se richl@I comp@Ild, 

rIs6Rve th@R characteR with go:lden quill, 

@n preshIous phrE:se bI A:ll the muses f@Ild. 

@ think good thoughts, hw@Ilst o:theRs wr@Ite good wARds, 

@n l@Ike unletteRd cl6Rk still cr@I æmen, 

to evr@I hymn th@t E:ble spr@It affoRds, 

in polishd foRm @v well-rIf@InId pen. 

hiRin y@ prE:sd, @ sE:y tis so:, tis true, 

@n to the mo:st @v prE:se add sGmethin moRe, 

b@t that is in mI thought, whose lGve t@ you 

(tho:ugh wARds cGme h@Indmo:st) ho:lds Iz rank bIfoRe, 

then o:theRs, foR the breath @v wARds rIspect, 

me: f@R mI dGmb thoughts, spe:kin in Iffect. 
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w@z it the pr@Ud full sE:l @v his grE:t v6Rse, 

b@Und f@R the pr@Ize @v (A:ll too preshIous) you, 

th@t did mI r@Ipe thoughts in mI brE:n inh6Rse, 

mE:kin th@R tGmb the wGmb hwE:Rein thEy grew? 

w@z it Iz spr@It, b@I spirits taught t@ wr@Ite, 

abGve a moRtal pitch, th@t strGck mI dead? 

no:, netheR he:, noR his compi:Rs bI n@Ight 

givin Im E:d, mI v6Rse astonishEd. 

he: noR that affable familiaR gho:st 

hwich n@Ightl@I gGlls Im with intelligence, 

@z victoRs of mI s@Ilence cannot bo:ast, 

@ wAz not sick @v An@I fi:R fr@m thence. 

b@t hwen y@R c@Untenance filld Gp Iz l@Ine, 

then lackd @I mGsteR, that Infe:bled m@Ine. 
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fE:Rewell th@U aRt too di:R f@R m@I possessin, 

@n l@Ike InGgh th@U kno:wst thI estimE:te, 

the chaRteR of thI wARth gives the: rIle:sin : 

mI bonds in the: @Re A:ll dIt6RminE:te. 

f@R h@Uw do @I ho:ld the: b@t b@I thI græntin, 

@n foR that riches hwE:Re is m@I dIs6Rvin? 

the cause @ this fE:R gift in me: is wAntin, 

@n so: mI pætent back agen is sw6Rvin. 

thI self th@U gE:vst, thI o:wn wARth then not kno:win, 

oR me: t@ whom th@U gE:vst it, else mistE:kin, 

s@ th@I grE:t gift upon misprisIon gro:win, 

cGmes ho:me agen, on betteR jGdgement mE:kin. 

thGs have @ had thI as a dre:am d@th flatteR, 

in sle:p a king, b@t wE:kin no: s@ch matteR. 
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hwen th@U sh@lt be: dispo:sd t@ set mI l@Ight, 

@n plE:ce mI merit in the @I @v scoRn, 

upon thI s@Ide, agens mI self @ll f@Ight, 

@n prGve thI v6Rty@s, tho:ugh th@U aRt f@RswoRn : 

with m@Ine o:wn we:aknIss be:in best aqE:ntId, 

upon thI paRt @ can set d@Uwn a stoR@I 

@v fauts conce:ld, hwE:Rein @I am attE:ntId : 

th@t th@U in losin me:, sh@ll win m@ch glor@I : 

@nd @I bI this will be: a gE:neR too, 

f@R bendin A:ll mI lGvin thoughts on the:, 

the injur@Is th@t to mI self @ do, 

doin the: vantage, dGble-vantage me:. 

sGch is mI lGve, t@ the: @ so: bIlong, 

th@t foR thI r@Ight, mI self will bE:R A:ll wrong. 
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sE:y th@t th@U dids f@RsE:ke mI foR s@me faut, 

@nd @I will comment upon that offence. 

spe:ak @v mI lE:menIss, @nd @ strE:ght will hQ:t: 

agenst thI re:asons mE:kin no: dIfence. 

th@U cans not (lGve) disgrE:ce mI half so: ill, 

t@ set a foRm upon dIs@IRId chE:nge, 

@z @Ill mI self disgrE:ce, kno:win thI will, 

@ will aqE:ntance strangle and look strE:nge :  

bI absent from thI wAlks @nd in mI tong, 

thI swe:t bIlGvId nE:me n@ moRe sh@ll dwell, 

lest @I (too mGch profE:ne) should do it wrong : 

@nd hapl@I of @R o:ld aqE:ntance tell. 

f@R the:, agens mI self @ll v@Uw dIbE:te, 

f@R @I m@s nE:R lGve him whom th@U d@st hE:te. 
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then hE:te mI hwen th@U wilt, if eveR, n@Uw, 

n@Uw hw@Ile the wARld is bent mI de:ds t@ cross, 

j@In with the sp@Ite @v foRt@n, mE:ke mI b@Uw, 

@n do not drop in foR an a:t@R-loss ; 

a: do not, hwen mI heaRt @th scE:pd this sorr@, 

cGme in the ri:Rw@Rd of a conqueRd wo:e, 

give not a wind@I n@Ight a rE:n@I morr@, 

t@ lingeR @Ut a p6Rposd o:veRthro:w. 

if th@U wilt le:ave mI, do not le:ave mI læst, 

hwen o:theR pett@I gre:fs @v dGne th@R sp@Ite, 

b@t in the onset cGme, s@ shQll @ tast, 

at f6Rst the ver@I w6Rst @v foRt@ns m@Ight. 

@nd o:theR strE:ns @v wo:e, hwich n@Uw se:m wo:e, 

compE:Rd with loss @ the:, will not se:m so. 
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sGme glor@I in th@R b6Rth, sGme in th@R skill, 

sGme in th@R wealth, sGme in th@R bod@Is foRce, 

sGme in th@R gaRments tho:ugh new-fangled ill, 

sGme in th@R hawks @n h@Unds, sGme in th@R hoRse. 

@nd evr@I humouR hath Iz adjunct plez@R, 

hwE:Rein it f@Inds a j@Iy abGve the rest, 

b@t the:se paRticulaRs @Re not mI mez@R, 

A:ll the:se @I betteR in o:ne genral best. 

thI lGve is betteR than h@Igh b6Rth t@ me:, 

richeR th@n wealth, pr@UdeR th@n gaRments cost, 

@v moRe dIl@Ight th@n hawks @R hoRses be: : 

@nd havin the:, @v A:ll mens pr@Ide @ bQst. 

wretchId in this alo:ne, th@t th@U mE:yst tE:ke, 

A:ll this awE:y, @n me: mo:st wretchId mE:ke. 
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b@t do thI w6Rst t@ ste:al thI self awE:y, 

f@R t6Rm @ l@Ife th@U aRt assy@rId m@Ine, 

@n l@Ife no: longeR than thI lGve will stE:y, 

f@R it dIpends upon that lGve @ th@Ine. 

then ne:d @ not t@ fi:R the w6Rst @v wrongs, 

hwen in the le:ast @ them mI l@Ife @th end, 

@ se:, a betteR stE:te t@ me: bIlongs 

th@n that, hwich on thI humouR dGth dIpend.  

th@U cans not vex mI with inconstant m@Ind, 

since that mI l@Ife on th@I rIvQlt d@th l@I, 

o: hwAt a happ@I t@Itle do @ f@Ind, 

happ@I t@ have thI lGve, happ@I t@ d@I! 

b@t hwAts s@ blessId fE:R th@t fi:Rs no: blot, 

th@U mE:yst bI fAlse, @n yIt @ kno:w it not. 
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so: shQll @ live, suppo:sin th@U @Rt true, 

l@Ike a dIce:vId hGsband so: lGves fE:ce, 

mE:y still se:m lGve t@ me:, tho:ugh AlteRd new : 

thI looks with me:, thI heaRt in o:theR plE:ce. 

f@R thE:Re c@n live no: hE:trId in thIn @I, 

thE:RefoRe in that @ cannot kno:w thI chE:nge, 

in mAn@Is looks, the fAlse heaRts histor@I 

is writ in mGds @n fr@Uwns @n wrinkles strE:nge. 

b@t heavn in th@I crIE:sIon did dIcre:, 

th@t in thI fE:ce swe:t lGve should eveR dwell, 

hwAtE:Re thI thoughts, oR th@I heaRts wARkins be:, 

thI looks should no:tin thence, b@t swe:tnIss tell. 

h@U l@Ike e:ves apple dGth thI beaut@I gro:w, 

if th@I swe:t v6Rty@ answeR not thI sho:w.  

 

 

 

 

94 

thE:y th@t @v po:R t@ h6Rt, @n will do no:ne, 

th@t do not do the thing, thE:y mo:s do sho:w, 

who mGvin o:theRs, aRe themselves @z sto:ne, 

GnmGvId, co:ld, @n to temtE:sIon slo:w : 

thE:y r@Ightl@I do inherit heavens grE:ces 

@nd hGsband nE:t@Rs riches from Ixpense, 

thE:y aRe the loRds @nd o:wneRs of th@R fE:ces, 

o:theRs, bGt stewaRds of th@R excellence : 

the sGmmeRs flo:R is to the sGmmeR swe:t, 

tho:ugh to itself, it o:nl@I live @n d@I, 

b@t if that flo:R with bE:se infecsIon me:t, 

the bE:sIst we:d @UtbrE:ves Iz dignit@I : 

f@R swe:tIst things t6Rn s@UrIst b@I th@R de:ds, 

lil@Is th@t festeR, smell faR w6Rse th@n we:ds. 
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h@Uw swe:t @n lGvel@I dGs th@U mE:ke the shE:me, 

hwich l@Ike a cankeR in the frE:grant ro:se, 

d@th spot the beaut@I of thI bGddin nE:me? 

o: in hwAt swe:ts d@s th@U thI sins Inclo:se! 

that tong th@t tells the stor@I of thI dE:ys, 

(mE:kin lascivy@s comments on thI spoRt) 

cannot disprE:se, b@t in a k@Ind @ prE:se, 

nE:min thI nE:me, blesses an ill rIpoRt. 

o: hwAt a manshIon have tho:se v@Ices got, 

hwich foR th@R habitE:sIon cho:se @Ut the:, 

hwE:Re beaut@Is vE:l d@th cGveR evr@I blot, 

@nd A:ll things t6Rns t@ fE:R, th@t @Iz c@n se:! 

tE:ke he:d (di:R heaRt) @v this laRge privilege, 

the haRdIst kn@Ife ill usd d@th lose its edge. 
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sGme sE:y thI faut is youth, sGme wAntoness, 

sGme sE:y thI grE:ce is youth @n gentle spoRt : 

bo:th grE:ce @n fauts @Re lGvd @v moRe @n less : 

th@U mE:kst fauts grE:ces, that to the: rIsoRt : 

@z on the fingeR of a thro:nId que:n, 

the bE:sIst jewel will be well Iste:md : 

so: aRe tho:se erroRs that in the: @Re se:n, 

t@ truths translE:tId, and f@R true things de:md. 

h@Uw mAn@I lambs m@Ight the st6Rn wolf bItrE:y, 

if l@Ike a lamb I could Iz looks translE:te, 

h@Uw mAn@I gE:zeRs m@Ights th@U le:ad awE:y, 

if th@U wouldst use the strength @v A:ll thI stE:te? 

b@t do not so:, @ lGve thI in s@ch soRt, 

@z th@U be:in m@Ine, m@Ine is thI good rIpoRt. 
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h@Uw l@Ike a winteR hath mI absence be:n 

fr@m the:, the plez@R of the fle:tin yi:R? 

hwAt fre:zins have @ felt, hwAt daRk dE:ys se:n? 

hwAt o:ld dIcembeRs bE:RenIss evr@I hwE:Re? 

@n yIt this t@Ime rImGvd w@s sGmmeRs t@Ime, 

the te:min autumn big with rich incre:ase, 

bE:Rin the wAnton b6Rthen of the pr@Ime, 

l@Ike wid@d wGmbs a:teR th@R loRds dIce:ase : 

yIt this abGndant issy@ se:md t@ me:,  

b@t ho:pe @v oRphans, and unfætheRd fruit, 

f@R sGmmeR and Iz plez@Rs wE:t on the:, 

@n th@U awE:y, the ver@I b6Rds @Re mute. 

oR if thE:y sing, tis with s@ dGll a chi:R, 

th@t le:aves look pE:le, dreadin the winteRs ni:R. 
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fr@m you @v @I bIn absent in the spring, 

hwen pr@Ud-p@Id E:pril (dressd in A:ll Iz trim) 

@th put a spr@It @ youth in evr@Ithing : 

th@t heav@I satuRn læft @n leapt with him. 

yIt noR the lE:ys @v b6Rds, noR the swe:t smell 

@v diffrent flo:Rs in o:douR and in hue, 

could mE:ke mI An@I sGmmeRs stor@I tell : 

oR from th@R pr@Ud lap plGck th@m hwE:re thEy grew : 

noR did @ wGndeR at the lil@Is hw@Ite, 

noR prE:se the de:p veRmily@n in the ro:se, 

thEy w6Re b@t swe:t, b@t figuRes of dIl@Ight : 

drawn a:t@R you, the patteRn of A:ll tho:se. 

yIt se:md it winteR still, @n you awE:y, 

@z with y@R shad@ @I with the:se did plE:y. 
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the foRwaRd v@Iolet thGs did @ ch@Ide, 

swe:t the:f hwence dids th@U ste:al thI swe:t th@t smells 

if not fr@m m@I lGves breath? the p6Rple pr@Ide, 

hwich on thI soft che:k foR complexIon dwells, 

in m@I lGves vE:ns th@U hast too grQssl@I d@Id, 

the lil@I @I condemnId foR thI hand, 

@n bGds @ maRjoram @d sto:ln thI hE:R, 

the ro:ses fi:Rfull@I on thoRns did stand, 

o:ne blGshin shE:me, ano:theR hw@Ite dIspE:R : 

a th6Rd noR red, noR hw@Ite, @d sto:ln @v bo:th, 

@n to Iz robbr@I had annexd thI breath, 

b@t foR Iz theft in pr@Ide @v A:ll Iz gro:wth 

a vengeful cankeR e:at Im Gp t@ death. 

moRe flo:Rs @ no:ted, yIt @I no:ne could se:, 

b@t swe:t, oR cGlouR it @d sto:ln fr@m the:. 
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hwE:Re aRt th@U muse th@t th@U f@Rgets s@ long, 

t@ spe:k @ that hwich gives the: A:ll thI m@Ight? 

spends th@U thI fur@I on s@me w6RthlIss song, 

daRknin thI po:R t@ lend bE:se sGbjIks l@Ight, 

rIt6Rn f@rgetful muse, @n strE:ght rIde:m, 

in gentle nGmbeRs t@Ime so: @Idl@I spent, 

sing to the i:R th@t dGth thI lE:ys Iste:m, 

@n gives thI pen bo:th skill @nd aRgIment.  

r@Ise rest@I muse, mI lGves swe:t fE:ce suRvE:y,  

if t@Ime @th An@I wrinkle grE:ven thE:Re, 

if An@I, be: @ sat@IR to dIkE:y, 

@n mE:ke t@Imes sp@Ils dIsp@IsId evr@IhwE:Re. 

give m@I lGve fE:me fæst@R th@n t@Ime wasts l@Ife, 

s@ th@U prIvents Is sc@Ithe, @n crookId kn@Ife. 

 

 

 

 



101 

o: truant muse hwAt shQll bI th@I amends, 

f@R th@I nIglect @v truth in beaut@I d@Id? 

bo:th truth @n beaut@I on mI lGve dIpends : 

so: dGst th@U too, @n thE:Rein dignif@Id : 

mE:ke ænsweR muse, wilt th@U not hapl@I sE:y, 

truth ne:ds no: cGlouR with Iz cGlouR fixd, 

beaut@I no: pencil, beaut@Is truth t@ lE:y : 

b@t best is best, if neveR inteRmixd. 

bIcause I ne:ds no: prE:se, wilt th@U bI dGmb? 

Ixcuse not s@Ilence so:, f@Rt l@Iz in the:, 

t@ mE:ke Im mGch @Utlive @ gilded tGmb: 

@n to bI prE:sd @v E:ges yIt t@ be:. 

then do th@I office muse, @I te:ach thI h@Uw, 

t@ mE:ke im se:m long hence, @z he: sho:ws n@Uw. 
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mI lGve is strengthend tho:ugh mo:Re we:k in se:min 

@I lGve not less, tho:ugh less the sho:w appE:R, 

that lGve is m6Rchand@Isd, whose rich Iste:min, 

the o:wneRs tong d@th pGblish evr@IhwE:Re.   

o:R lGve w@z new, @n then b@t in the spring, 

hwen @I w@z wAnt t@ gre:t it with mI lE:ys, 

@z phil@mel in sGmmeRs frGnt d@th sing, 

@n stops Iz p@Ipe in gro:wth @v r@IpeR dE:ys : 

not that the sGmmeR is less pleasant n@Uw 

th@n hwen @R mo:Rnful hymns did hGsh the n@Ight, 

b@t that w@Ild music b6Rthens evr@I b@Uw, 

@n swe:ts gro:wn common lose th@R di;R dIl@Ight. 

thE:Refo:Re l@Ike heR, @I sGmet@Ime ho:ld mI tong : 

bIcause @ would not dGll y@ with mI song. 
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alack hwAt poveRt@I mI muse brings foRth, 

th@t havin sGch @ sco:pe t@ sho:w @R pr@Ide, 

the aRgIment A:ll bE:R is of moRe wARth 

th@n hwen it hath mI added prE:se bIs@Ide. 

o: blE:me mI not if @I n@ mo:Re c@n wr@Ite! 

look in y@R glæss @n thE:Re appi:Rs a fE:ce, 

th@t o:veRgo:es mI blGnt invensIon qu@Ite, 

dGllin mI l@Ines, @n doin me: disgrE:ce. 

w@Re it not sinful then str@Ivin t@ mend, 

t@ mæR the sGbjIct that bIfoRe w@z well, 

f@R to no: o:theR pæss mI v6Rses tend, 

th@n of y@R grE:ces and y@R gifs t@ tell. 

@n moRe, mGch moRe th@n in mI v6Rse c@n sit, 

y@R o:wn glæss sho:ws y@, hwen y@ look in it. 
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t@ me: fE:R friend y@ neveR can bI o:ld, 

f@R as y@ w6Re hwen f6Rst y@R @I @ @Id, 

s@ch se:ms y@R beaut@I still : thre: winteRs co:ld, 

@ve from the forIsts shook thre: sGmmeRs pr@Ide, 

thre: beauteous springs t@ yell@ autumn t6Rnd, 

in pro:cess of the se:sons have @ se:n, 

thre: E:pril p6Rfy@ms in thre: hot junes b6Rnd, 

since f6Rst @ saw y@ fresh hwich yIt @Re gre:n. 

a: yIt d@th beaut@I l@Ike a d@I@l hand, 

ste:l from iz fig@R, and no: pE:ce peRce:vd, 

s@ yu:R swe:t hue, hwich mIthinks still d@th stand 

hath mo:sIon, and mIn @I mEy be: dIce:vd. 

f@R fi:R @v hwich, hi:R this th@U E:ge Gnbred, 

E:R you w@Re boRn w@z beaut@Is sGmmeR dead. 
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let not mI lGve bI cA:lld idolatre:y 

noR m@I belGvId as @n @Idol sho:w, 

since A:ll al@Ike mI songs @n prE:ses be: 

to o:ne, of o:ne, still sGch, @nd eveR so:. 

k@Ind is mI lGve t@dE:y, t@morr@ k@Ind, 

still constant in a wGndrous excellence, 

thE:Refo:Re mI v6Rse to constanc@I conf@Ind, 

o:ne thing expressin, le:ves @Ut difference. 

fE:R, k@Ind, @n true, is A:ll mI aRgIment, 

fE:R, k@Ind, @n true, vE:Ryin to o:theR wARds, 

@nd in this chE:nge is m@I invensIon spent, 

thre: the:mes in o:ne, hwich wGndrous sco:pe affoRds. 

fE:R, k@Ind, @n true, @v ofen livd alo:ne, 

hwich thre: till n@Uw, neveR kept se:at in o:ne.  
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hwen in the chronicle @v wasted t@Ime, 

@ se: dIscripsIons of the fE:RIst w@Ights, 

@n beaut@I mE:kin beaut@Iful o:ld rh@Ime, 

in prE:se @v lE:d@Is dead, @n lGvel@I kn@Ights, 

then in the blE:zon of swe:t beaut@Is best, 

@v hand, @v foot, @v lip, @v @I, @v br@Uw, 

@ se: th@R antik pen would have Ixpressd 

e:n sGch a beaut@I as y@ mæsteR n@Uw. 

so: A:ll th@R prE:ses aRe b@t prophec@Is 

@v this o:R t@Ime, A:ll you prIfiguring, 

@n foR thEy lookd b@t with div@Inin @Iz 

thEy had not skill InGgh y@R w6Rth t@ sing : 

f@R we: hwich n@Uw bIho:ld the:se present dE:ys, 

h@ve @Iz t@ wGndeR, b@t lack tongs t@ prE:se. 
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not m@In o:wn fi:Rs, noR the prophetic so:ul, 

@v the w@Ide w6Rld, dre:min on things t@ cGme, 

c@n yIt the le:ase @v m@I true lGve contro:l, 

suppo:sd @z foRfeit to a conf@Ind dGm. 

the moRtal moon @th heR Iclipse Indyurd, 

@n the sad auguRs mock th@R o:wn prIsE:ge, 

inc6Rtaint@Is n@Uw cr@Uwn themselves assyurd, 

@n pe:ace pr@clE:ms olives @v endlIss E:ge. 

n@Uw with the drops @v this mo:s balm@I t@Ime, 

mI lGve looks fresh, @n death t@ me: subscr@Ibes, 

since sp@Ite @v him @Ill live in this po:R rh@Ime, 

hw@Ile he: insGlts o:R dGll @n spe:chlIss tr@Ibes. 

@n th@U in this sh@lt f@Ind thI monIment, 

hwen t@Irants crests @n tGmbs @v bræss @Re spent. 
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hwAts in the brE:n th@t ink mEy characteR, 

hwich hath not figurd to the: m@I true spirit, 

hwAts new t@ spe:k, hwAt n@Uw t@ registeR, 

th@t mEy Ixpress mI lGve, oR th@I di:R merit? 

no:tin swe:t b@I, b@t yIt l@Ike prE:Rs div@Ine, 

@ mGst e:ch dE:y sE:y o:R the ver@I sE:me, 

c@Untin no: o:ld thing o:ld, th@U m@Ine, @I th@Ine, 

e:n as hwen f6Rst @ hall@d th@I fE:R nE:me. 

s@ that It6Rnal lGve in lGves fresh cE:se, 

wE:ghs not the dGst @nd injur@I @v E:ge, 

noR gives t@ necessaR@I wrinkles plE:ce, 

b@t mE:kes antikit@I f@R @I is pE:ge. 

f@Indin the f6Rst conce:it @v lGve thE:Re bred, 

hwE:Re t@Ime @nd @UtwaRd foRm would sho:w it dead. 
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o: neveR sE:y th@t @I w@z fAlse @ heaRt, 

tho:ugh absence se:md mI flE:me t@ qAlif@Iy,  

@z e:z@I m@Ight @I from mI self dIpæRt, 

@z from mI so:l hwich in thI breast d@th l@Iy : 

that is mI ho:me @ lGve, if @I @v rE:ngd, 

l@Ike him th@t travels @I rIt6Rn agE:n, 

j@s to the t@Ime, not with the t@Ime IxchE:ngd, 

s@ that mI self bring wAteR foR mI stE:n, 

neveR bIle:ve tho:ugh in mI nE:t@R rE:nd, 

A:ll frE:lt@Is th@t bIsE:ge A:ll k@Inds @ blGd,  

th@t it could so: prIpostrousl@I bI stE:nd, 

t@ le:ve f@R no:tin A:ll thI sGm @ gGd: 

f@R no:tin this w@Ide univ6Rse @I cA:ll, 

sE:ve th@U mI ro:se, in it th@U aRt mI A:ll. 

 

 

 

 

 

110 

alas tis true, @I have go:ne hi:R @n thE:Re, 

@n mE:de mI self a motl@Iy to the view, 

goRd mIn o:wn thoughts, so:ld che:p hwAt is mo:s di:R, 

mE:de o:ld offences of affecsIons new. 

mo:s true it is, th@t @I @v lookd on truth 

askænce @n strE:ngel@I : bGt bI A:ll abGve, 

the:se blenches gE:ve mI heaRt anGtheR youth, 

@n w6Rse essE:ys prGvd the: mI best @ lGve, 

n@Uw A:ll is dGne, have hwAt sh@ll have no: end, 

mIn appet@Ite @ neveR moRe will gr@Ind, 

on neweR prGf, t@ tr@I @n o:ldeR friend, 

a god in lGve, t@ whom @I am conf@Ind. 

then give mI wAlcome nex mI heavn the best, 

e:n to thI pu:Re @n mo:s mo:s lGvin breast. 
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o: foR mI sE:ke d@ you with foRt@n ch@Ide, 

the guilt@I goddIss of mI haRmful de:ds, 

th@t did not betteR foR mI l@Ife prov@Ide, 

th@n pGblic me:ns hwich pGblic manneRs bre:ds. 

thence cGmes it that mI nE:me rIce:ves a brand, 

@nd A:lmo:s thence mI nE:t@R is s@bdyud 

t@ hwAt it w6Rks in, l@Ike the d@I@Rs hand, 

pit@I mI then, @nd wish @ w6Re rInewd, 

hw@Ils l@Ike a willin pE:sIent @I will drink, 

po:sIons @v e:sel gens mI strong infecsIon, 

no: bitteRnIss th@t @I will bitteR think, 

noR dGble penance to correct correcsIon. 

pit@I mI then di:R friend, @nd @I assyu:Re yI, 

e:n that y@R pit@I is InGgh t@ cuRe mI. 
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y@R lGve @n pit@I d@th thimpressIon fill, 

hwich vGlgaR scandal stampd upon mI br@Uw, 

f@R hwAt cE:Re @I who cA:lls mI well @R ill, 

s@ you o:Rgre:n mI bad, mI good all@Uw? 

you aRe mI A:ll-the-w6Rld, @nd @I m@s str@Ive, 

t@ kno:w mI shE:mes @n prE:ses from y@R tong, 

no:ne else t@ me:, noR @I t@ no:ne al@Ive, 

th@t m@I ste:ld sense oR chE:nges r@Ight @R wrong, 

in so: prof@Und abysm @ thro:w A:ll cE:Re 

@v o:theRs v@Ices, that mI addeRs sense, 

t@ critic an t@ flattreR stoppId E:Re : 

maRk h@Uw with m@I nIglect @ do dispense. 

you aRe s@ strongl@I in mI p6Rpose bred, 

th@t A:ll the wARld bIs@Ides mI thinks y@R dead. 
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since @I left you, mIn @I is in mI m@Ind, 

@n that hwich gGveRns me: t@ go: ab@Ut, 

d@th paRt Iz fGncsIon, and is paRtl@I bl@Ind, 

se:ms se:in, bGt Iffecty@ll@I is @Ut : 

f@R it no: foRm dIliveRs to the heaRt 

@v b6Rd, @v flo:R, oR shE:pe hwich it d@th latch, 

@v his quick objIks hath the m@Ind no: paRt, 

noR his o:wn visIon ho:lds hwAt it d@th catch: 

f@R if it se: the rudst oR gentlIst s@Ight, 

the mo:s swe:t fEvouR oR dIfoRmIdst cre:t@R 

the m@Untain, oR the se:, the dE:y, oR n@Ight : 

the cro:w, oR dGve, it shE:pes @m to y@R fe:t@R. 

incE:pable @v moRe rIple:te, with you, 

mI mo:s true m@Ind thGs mE:keth m@Ine Gntrue. 
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oR hwetheR dGth mI m@Ind be:in cr@Uwnd with you 

drink Gp the monaRchs plE:gue this flatter@I? 

oR hwetheR shQll @ sE:y mIn @I sE:th true, 

@n that y@R lGve taught it this Alchem@I ? 

t@ mE:ke @v monsteRs, and things indigest, 

s@ch cherubins @z yu:R swe:t self rIsemble, 

creE:tin evr@I bad a p6Rfit best 

@z fæst @z objIks to Iz be:ms assemble : 

o: tis the f6Rst, tis flatr@I in mI se:in, 

@n m@I gre:t m@Ind mo:s kingl@I drinks it Gp, 

mIn @I well kno:ws hwAt with Iz gGst is gre:in, 

@n to Iz palate dGth prIpE:Re the cGp. 

if it bI p@Isond, tis the lesseR sin, 

th@t m@Ine @I lGves it and d@th f6Rst begin. 
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tho:se l@Ines th@t @I bIfoRe @v writ do l@I, 

e:n tho:se th@t said @ could not lGve y@ di:ReR, 

yIt then mI jGdgement knew no: re:ason hw@I, 

mI mo:s full flE:me should a:t@Rw6Rds b6Rn cli:ReR. 

b@t recknin t@Ime, whose milliond accidents 

cre:p in twix v@Uws, @n chE:nge dIcre:s @v kings, 

tan sE:crId beaut@I, blGnt the shaRpst intents, 

div6Rt strong m@Inds t@th couRse @v Altrin things: 

alas hw@I fe:rin of t@Imes tyrann@I, 

m@Ight @I not then sE:y n@Uw @ lGve y@ best, 

hwen @I w@z c6Rtain o:R inc6Rtaint@I, 

cr@Uwnin the present, d@Ubtin of the rest: 

lGve is a bE:be, then m@Ight @ not sE:y so: 

t@ give full gro:wth t@ that hwich still d@th gro:w. 
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let me: not to the marrIAge of true m@Inds 

admit impediments, lGve is not lGve 

hwich AlteRs hwen it AlteRE:sIon f@Inds, 

oR bends with the remGveR t@ rImGve. 

o: no:, it is an eveR fixId maRk 

th@t looks on tempIsts and is neveR shE:ken; 

it is the staR to evr@I wAndrin baRk, 

whose w6Rths Gnkno:wn, Altho: Iz h@Ith bI tE:ken. 

lGves not t@Imes fUl, tho: ro:s@I lips @n che:ks 

within Iz bendin sickles cGmpass cGme, 

lGve AlteRs not with his bre:f o:Rs @n we:ks, 

b@t bE:Rs it @Ut e:n to the edge of dGm: 

if this be erroR @nd upon me: prGved, 

@I neveR writ, noR no: man eveR lGved. 
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accuse mI thGs, th@t @I @v scantId A:ll, 

hwE:Rein @ should y@R gre:t dIs6Rts rIpE:y, 

f@Rgot upon y@R di:RIst lGve t@ cA:ll, 

hwE:Reto A:ll bonds do t@I mI dE:y bI dE:y, 

that @I @v fre:qent be:n with Gnkno:wn m@Inds, 

@n givn t@ t@Ime y@R o:wn di:R p6RchIsd r@Ight, 

th@t @I @v h@IstId sE:l to A:ll the w@Inds 

hwich should transpoRt mI faRthIst from y@R s@Ight. 

book bo:th mI wilfulnIss @nd erroRs d@Uwn, 

@nd on jGst prGf s6Rm@Ise, accy@m@lE:te, 

bring me: within the level of y@R fr@Uwn, 

b@t shoot not at mI in y@R wE:kened hE:te : 

since m@I appe:l sEz @I did str@Ive t@ prGve 

the constanc@I @n v6Rty@ of y@R lGve. 
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l@Ike @z t@ mE:ke o:R appet@Its moRe ke:n 

with e:geR cGo:@R malad@Is Gnse:n, 

wI sicken to shGn sicknIss hwen wI p6Rge. 

e:n so: be:in full @v yu:R nE:R-kl@Iin swe:tnIss, 

t@ bitteR sauces did @ frE:me mI fe:din; 

@n sick @v wAlfE:R f@Und a k@Ind @v me:tnIss, 

t@ be: dise:asd ER that th@Re wAs true ne:din. 

thGs polic@I in lGve tanticipE:te 

the ills th@t w6Re not, grew t@ fauts assyuRd, 

@n brought t@ medicine a healtful stE:te, 

hwich rank @v goodnIss would b@I ill bI cyuRd. 

b@t thence @ l6Rn @n f@Ind the lesson true, 

drGgs p@Ison him th@t so: fell sick @v you. 
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hwAt po:sIons have @ drGnk @v s@Iren ti:Rs 

distilld fr@m limbIcks f@Ul @z hell within, 

appl@Iin fi:Rs t@ ho:pes, @n ho:pes t@ fi:Rs, 

still losin hwen @ saw mI self t@ win? 

hwAt wretchId erroRs hath mI heaRt committed, 

hw@Ilst it @th thought itself s@ blessId neveR? 

h@U have mIn @Iz @Ut of thER sphi:Res bIn fitted 

in the distracsIon of this maddin fEveR? 

o: benefit @v ill, n@Uw @I f@Ind true 

th@t betteR is, b@I Evil still mE:de betteR. 

@n ruind lGve hwen it is built anew 

gro:ws fE:ReR than @t f6Rst, moRe strong, faR grEteR. 

so: @I rIt6Rn rIbukd t@ m@I content, 

@n gE:n b@I ills thr@Ice moRe th@n @I @ve spent. 
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th@t you w@Re o:nce unk@Ind bIfriends mI n@Uw, 

@n foR that sorr@, hwich @ then did fe:l, 

ne:ds mGst @I GndeR m@I transgresIon b@Uw, 

unless mI n6Rves w@Re bræss @R hammeRed ste:l, 

f@R if you w6Re bI m@I unk@IndnIss shE:ken 

@z @I bI yu:Rs, yave passd a hell @v t@Ime, 

@nd @I a t@Irant have no: lez@R tE:ken 

t@ wE:y h@Uw o:nce @ sGffeRed in y@R cr@Ime. 

o: that o:R n@Ight @v wo:e m@Ight have rImembeRd 

mI de:pIst sense, h@Uw haRd true sorr@ hits, 

@n soon t@ you, @z you t@ me: then tendeRd 

the hGmble sælve, hwich wounded bosoms fits! 

b@t that y@R trespass n@Uw bIcGmes a fe:, 

m@Ine ransoms yu:Rs, @n yu:Rs m@s ransom me:. 
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tis betteR to bI v@Ile th@n v@Ile Iste:md, 

hwen not t@ be:, rIce:ves rIpro:ch @v be:in, 

@n the jGst plez@R lost, hwich is so: de:md, 

not b@I o:R fe:lin, bGt bI o:theRs se:in. 

f@R hw@I should o:theRs fAlse adGltrIte @Iz 

give salutæsIon to mI spoRtive blGd? 

oR on mI frE:lt@Is hw@I @R frE:leR sp@Is;    

hwich in th@R wills c@Unt bad hw@t @I think good? 

no:, @I am that @I am, @n thE:y th@t level 

@t m@I abuses, reckon Gp th@R o:wn, 

@ mEy bI strE:ght tho:ugh thE:y themselves bI bevel 

bI thE:R rank thoughts, m@I de:ds m@s not bI sho:wn 

unless this genral Evil thE:y m@ntE:n, 

A:ll men @Re bad @nd in th@R badnIss rE:n. 

 

 

 

 

122 

thI gift, thI tE:bles, aRe within mI brE:n 

full characteRd with læstin memor@I, 

hwich shQll abGve that @Idle rank rImE:n 

bIyond A:ll dE:te e:n to et6Rnit@I. 

oR at the le:st, s@ long @z brE:n @n heaRt 

have facult@I bI nE:t@R to subsist, 

till e:ch t@ rE:zd oblivy@n yi:ld iz paRt 

@v the:. thI recoRd neveR can bI missd: 

that pu:R rItensIon could not so: mGch ho:ld, 

noR ne:d @I tall@Is th@I di:R lGve t@ scoRe, 

thE:RefoRe t@ give @m from mI wAz @I bo:ld, 

t@ trGst tho:se tE:bles that rIce:ve thI moRe. 

t@ ke:p an adjunct to rImembeR the:, 

w@Re to impoRt f@RgetfulnIss in me:. 
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no:! t@Ime, th@U shQlt not bost th@t @I do chE:nge, 

thI pyramids built Gp with neweR m@Ight 

t@ me: @R no:tin novel, no:tin strE:nge, 

thEy aRe b@t dressins of a foRmeR s@Ight: 

o:R dE:tes @R bre:f, @n thE:RefoRe we: adm@IRe, 

hwAt th@U d@s f@Ist upon us that is o:ld, 

@n rætheR mE:ke @m boRn to o:R dIs@IRe, 

th@n think th@t we: bIfoRe @v he6Rd th@m to:ld: 

thI registeRs @n the: @ bo:th dIf@I, 

not wGndrin at the present, noR the pæst, 

f@R th@I rIcoRds, @n hwAt wI se: d@th l@I, 

mE:de moRe @R less bI th@I continy@l hast : 

this @I do v@Uw @n this sh@ll eveR be:. 

@ will bI true dIsp@Ite thI sc@Ithe @n the:. 
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if m@I di:R lGve w@Re bGt the ch@Ild @v stE:te, 

it m@Ight f@R foRt@ns bæstaRd be: unfætheRd, 

@z subjIc to t@Imes lGve, oR to t@Imes hE:te, 

we:ds amGng we:ds, oR flo:Rs with flo:@Rs gætherd. 

no: it w@z builded faR fr@m accident, 

it sGffeRs not in sm@Ilin pomp, noR fA:lls 

GndeR the blo:w @v thrA:llId discontent, 

hwE:Reto thinv@Itin t@Ime o:R fashIon cA:lls: 

it fi:Rs not polic@I that heretic, 

hwich w6Rks on le:ases of shoRt nGmbred o:Rs, 

b@t A:ll alo:ne stands hugel@I politic, 

th@t it noR gro:ws with he:t, noR dr@Uwns with sho:Rs. 

t@ this @I witnIss cA:ll the fUls @ t@Ime, 

hwich d@I f@R goodnIss, who @ve livd f@R cr@Ime. 
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w@Rt ought t@ me: @ boRe the canop@I, 

with m@I Ixt6Rn the @UtwaRd honouRin, 

oR lE:d grE:t bE:ses foR It6Rnit@I, 

hwich prGves moRe shoRt th@n wast oR ruinin? 

h@ve @I not se:n dwelleRs on foRm @n fEvouR 

lose A:ll, @n moRe bI pE:yin too m@ch rent 

f@R comp@Und swe:t; foRgo:in simple sEvouR, 

pitiful thr@IveRs in th@R gE:zin spent. 

no:, let mI be: obse:qIous in thI heaRt, 

@n tE:ke th@U m@I oblE:sIon, po:R but fre:, 

hwich is not mixd with seconds, kno:ws no: aRt, 

b@t muty@l rendeR, o:nl@I me: f@R the:.  

hence, th@U suboRnd infoRmeR, a true so:l 

hwen mo:st impe:chd, stands lest in th@I contro:l. 
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o: th@U mI lGvel@I b@Iy who in thI po:R, 

d@st o:ld t@Imes fickle glæss, iz sickle, o:R; 

who hast bI wE:nin gro:wn, @n thE:Rein sho:wst, 

thI lGveRs withrin, @z th@I swe:t self gro:wst. 

if nE:t@R (sovrIn mistrIss o:veR wrack) 

@z th@U go:st onwaRds still will plGck the: back, 

shI ke:ps thI to this p6Rpose, that @R skill 

mEy t@Ime disgrE:ce, @n wretchId minutes kill. 

yIt fi:R @R o: th@U miny@n of @R plez@R,  

shI mE:y dItE:n, b@t not still ke:p @R trez@R! 

@R audit (tho: dIlE:yd) ænsweRd m@s be:, 

@nd heR q@IE:tus is t@ rendeR the:. 
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in the o:ld E:ge black w@z not c@Unted fE:R 

@R if it w6Re it boRe not beaut@Is nE:me : 

b@t n@Uw is black beaut@Is successive E:R, 

@n beaut@I slændeRd with a bæstaRd shE:me, 

f@R since e:ch hand @th put on nE:t@Rs po:R. 

fE:Rin the f@Ul with aRts fAlse borr@d fE:ce, 

swe:t beaut@I hath no: nE:me no: ho:l@I bo:R, 

b@t is profE:nd, if not lives in disgrE:ce. 

thE:RefoRe mI mistrIss @Iz @R rE:ven black, 

@R @Iz so: shuitId, and thE:y mo:uRneRs se:m, 

@t sGch who not boRn fE:R no: beaut@I lack, 

slændrin criE:sIon with a fAlse Iste:m, 

yIt so: thEy mo:uRn bIcGmin of th@R wo:e, 

th@t evr@I tong sE:ys beaut@I should look so:. 

 

 

 

 

128 

h@U oft hwen th@U mI music music plE:yst, 

upon that blessId wood whose mo:sIon s@Unds 

with th@I swe:t fingeRs hwen th@U gentl@I swE:yst, 

the w@Ir@I concoRd that mIn i:R conf@Unds, 

do @I env@I tho:se jacks th@t nimble le:p, 

t@ kiss the tendeR inwaRd of thI hand, 

hw@Ils m@I po:R lips hwich should that haRvIst re:p, 

at the woods bo:ldnIss b@I the: blGshin stand. 

t@ be: so: tickled thE:y would chE:nge th@R stE:te, 

@n situE:sIon with tho:se dæncin chips, 

o:R whom thI fingeRs wAlk with gentle gE:t, 

mE:kin dead wood moRe blest th@n livin lips. 

since sauc@I jacks so: happ@I aRe in this, 

give them thI fingeRs, me: thI lips t@ kiss. 
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thIxpense @v spirit in a wast @v shE:me 

is lGst in acsIon, and till acsIon, lGst 

is p6Rj@Rd, m6Rdrous, blGd@I full @ blE:me, 

savage, Ixtre:me, rude, cruel, not t@ trGst, 

enj@Iyd no: sooneR b@t dIsp@IsId strE:ght, 

pæst re:ason hGntId, and no: sooneR had 

pæst re:ason hE:tId az a swAll@d bE:t, 

on p6Rpose lE:yd t@ mE:ke the tE:keR mad. 

mad in p6Rsyuit @nd in possessIon so:, 

had, havin, and in qest, to have Ixtre:me, 

a bliss in prGf and prGvd a ver@I wo:e, 

bIfoRe a j@Iy propo:sd bIh@Ind a dre:am. 

A:ll this the wARld well kno:ws yIt no:ne kno:ws well, 

t@ shGn the heavn th@t le:ds men to this hell. 
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mI mistrIss @Iz @Re no:tin l@Ike the sGn, 

coRal is faR moRe red, th@n heR lips red, 

if sno:w bI hw@Ite hw@I then @R breasts @R dGn, 

if hE:Rs bI w@IRs, black w@IRs gro:w on @R head: 

@I have se:n ro:ses damaskd, red @n hw@Ite, 

b@t no: sGch ro:ses se: @I in @R che:ks, 

@nd in s@me p6Rfy@ms is th@Re moRe dIl@Ight, 

th@n in the breath th@t from mI mistrIss re:ks. 

@ lGve to hi:R @R spe:k, yIt well @ kno:w, 

th@t music hath a faR moRe ple:sin s@Und: 

@ grant @ neveR saw a goddIss go:, 

mI mistrIss hwen shI wAlks treads on the gr@Und. 

@n yIt bI heavn @ think mI lGve @z rE:Re, 

@z An@I she: bIl@Id with fAlse compE:Re. 
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th@U aRt @z tyrannous, so: as th@U aRt, 

@z tho:se whose beaut@Is pr@Udl@I mE:ke @m cruel; 

f@R well th@U kno:wst t@ m@I di:R do:tin heaRt 

th@U aRt the fE:RIst and mo:s preshIous jewel. 

yIt in good fE:th sGme sE:y th@t the: bIho:ld, 

thI fE:ce @th not the po:R t@ mE:ke lGve gro:an; 

t@ sE:y thEy E:R, @ dE:R not be: s@ bo:ld, 

Altho:ugh @ swE:R it to mIself alo:ne. 

@n to bI su:Re that is not fAlse @ swE:aR   

a th@Usand gro:ans b@t thinkin on thI fE:ce, 

o:ne on ano:theRs neck do witnIss bE:aR 

thI black is fE:RIst in mI jGdgements plE:ce. 

in no:tin aRt th@U black sE:ve in thI de:ds, 

@n thence this slandeR as @ think proce:ds. 
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thIn @Iz @ lGve, @n thE:y @z pit@Iin me:,  

kno:win thI heaRt toRment mI with disdE:n, 

@ve put on black, @n lGvin mo:uRneRs be:, 

lookin with prett@I ruth upon mI pE:n, 

@n trul@I not the moRnin sGn @v heavn 

betteR bIcGmes the grE:y che:ks of the est, 

noR that full staR th@t GsheRs in the Even 

d@th hAlf that gloR@I to the so:beR west 

@z tho:se two mo:uRnin @Iz bIcGme thI fE:ce : 

o: let it then @z well bIse:m thI heaRt 

t@ mo:uRn f@R me: since mo:uRnin dGth thI grE:ce, 

@n shuit thI pit@I l@Ike in evr@I paRt. 

then will @ swE:aR beaut@I @Rself is black, 

@nd A:ll thE:y f@Ul th@t th@I complexIon lack. 
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bIshro:w that heaRt th@t mE:kes mI heaRt t@ gro:an 

f@R that de:p wound it gives mI friend @n me:; 

ist not enGgh t@ toRt@R me: alo:ne, 

b@t slE:ve t@ slE:vr@I m@I swe:tst friend m@s be:. 

me: from mI self thI tendeR @I @th tE:ken, 

@n m@I nex self th@U haRdeR hast Ingrossd,  

@v him, mI self, @n the: @I am foRsE:ken, 

a toRment thr@Ice thre:-fo:ld thGs to bI crossd: 

prison mI heaRt in th@I ste:l bosoms wARd, 

b@t then mI friends heaRt let mI po:R heaRt bE:l, 

who E:R ke:ps me:, let m@I heaRt be: Iz guaRd 

th@U cans not then use rigouR in mI jE:l. 

@n yIt th@U wilt, f@R @I be:in pent in the:, 

p@RfoRce @m th@Ine @nd A:ll th@t is in me:. 
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s@ n@Uw @I have confessd th@t he: is th@Ine, 

@nd @I mIself @m moRtgagd to thI will, 

mI self @ll foRfIt, so th@t o:theR m@Ine, 

th@U wilt rIstoRe t@ be: mI cGmfoRt still: 

b@t th@U wilt not, noR he: will not bI fre:, 

f@R th@U @Rt cGvetous, @nd he: is k@Ind, 

I l6Rnd b@t shu:Rt@I-l@Ike t@ wr@Ite f@R me:, 

GndeR that bond th@t him @z fæst d@th b@Ind. 

the staty@te of thI beaut@I th@U wilt tE:ke, 

th@U usur@R th@t puts foRth A:ll t@ use, 

@n shue a friend, cE:me debtoR foR mI sE:ke, 

so: him @ lose through m@I unk@Ind abuze. 

him @v @ lost, th@U hast bo:th him @n me:, 

he: pE:ys the who:le, @nd yIt @m @I not fre:. 

 

 

 

 



135 

who eveR hath @R wish, th@U hast thI will, 

@n will t@ boot, @n will in o:veR-plGs, 

moRe th@n enGgh @m @I th@t vex thI still, 

t@ th@I swe:t will mE:kin addisIon thGs. 

wilt th@U whose will is laRge @n spE:shIous, 

not o:nce v@UchsE:fe to h@Ide mI will in th@Ine, 

sh@ll will in o:theRs se:m r@Ight grE:shIous, 

@nd in mI will no: fE:R acceptance sh@Ine : 

the se: A:ll wAteR, yIt rIce:ves rE:n still, 

@nd in abGndance addIth to Iz stoRe, 

s@ th@U be:in rich in will add to thI will, 

o:ne will @ m@Ine t@ mE:ke thI laRge will moRe. 

let no: unk@Ind, no: fE:R bIse:cheRs kill, 

think A:ll b@t o:ne, @n me: in that o:ne will. 
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if th@I so:l check thI that @ cGme so: nE:R, 

swE:R to thI bl@Ind so:l th@t @ wAzs thI will, 

@n will thI so:l kno:ws is admittId thE:Re, 

thGs faR f@R lGve, mI lGve-shuit swe:t fulfill. 

will, will fulfill the trez@R of thI lGve, 

@ fill it full with wills, @n m@I will o:ne, 

in things @v grE:t rIce:pt with e:se wI prGve, 

amGng a nGmbeR o:ne is reckond no:ne. 

then in the nGmbeR let mI pæss unto:ld, 

tho:ugh in thI stoRes acc@Unt @I o:ne m@s be:, 

f@R no:thin ho:ld mI so: it ple:se thI ho:ld, 

that no:thin me:, a sGmethin swe:t t@ the:. 

mE:ke bGt mI nE:me thI lGve, @n lGve that still, 

@n then th@U lGvst me: foR mI nE:me is will. 
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th@U bl@Ind fUl lGve, hwAt dGst th@U to mIn @Iz, 

th@t thE:y bIho:ld @n se: not hwAt thEy se: : 

thEy kno:w hwAt beaut@I is, se: hwE:Re it l@Is, 

yIt hwAt the best is, tE:ke the w6Rst t@ be:. 

if @Iz corrGpt b@I o:veR-paRshIal looks, 

bI anchoRd in the bE:y hwERe A:ll men r@Ide, 

hw@I of @Iz fAlsUd hast th@U foRgId hooks, 

hwE:Reto the jGdgement of mI heaRt is t@Id? 

hw@I should mI heaRt think that a sevral plot, 

hwich m@I heaRt kno:ws the w@Ide wARlds common plE:ce? 

oR m@Ine @Iz se:in this, sE:y this is not 

t@ put fE:R truth upon s@ f@Ul a fE:ce. 

in things r@Ight true mI heaRt @nd @Iz @v E:Rd 

@n to this fAlse plE:gue aRe thEy n@Uw transfE:Rd. 
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hwen m@I lGve swE:Rs th@t she: is mE:de @ truth, 

@ do bele:ve @R tho:ugh @ kno:w shI l@Is, 

th@t she: m@Ight think mI sGme untyutoRd youth, 

unl6RnId in the wARlds fAlse subtlet@Is. 

th@s vE:nl@I thinkin that shI thinks mI yong, 

Altho:ugh shI kno:ws mI dE:ys @Re pæst the best, 

simpl@I @I credit heR fAlse spe:kin tong, 

on bo:th s@Ides thGs is simple truth suppressd: 

b@t hwE:RefoRe sE:z shI not shI is unjGst? 

@n hwE:RefoRe sE:y not @I th@t @I @m o:ld? 

o: lGves best habit is in se:min trGst, 

@nd E:ge in lGve, lGves not t@ have yi:Rs to:ld. 

thE:RefoRe @ l@I with heR, @n she: with me:, 

@nd in o:R fauts bI l@Is wI flattrId be:. 
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o: cA:ll not me: t@ jGstif@I the wrong, 

th@t th@I unk@IndnIss lE:ys upon mI heaRt, 

wound me: not with thIn @I b@t with thI tong, 

use po:R with po:R, @n slE:y mI not bI aRt, 

tell mI th@U lGvst elsehwE:Re; b@t in mI s@Ight, 

di:R heaRt foRbE:R t@ glænce thIn @I as@Ide, 

hwAt ne:dst th@U wound with cGnnin hwen thI m@Ight 

is moRe th@n m@I o:Rpressd dIfence c@n h@Ide? 

let me: Ixcuse thI a: mI lGve well kno:ws, 

@R prett@I looks @v bIn mIn enem@Is, 

@n thE:RefoRe from mI fE:ce shI t6Rns mI fo:es, 

th@t thE:y elsehwE:Re m@Ight daRt th@R injur@Is: 

yIt do not so:, b@t since @I am ni:R slE:n, 

kill me: @Utr@Ight with looks, @n rid mI pE:n. 
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bI w@Ise @z th@U @Rt cruel, do not press 

mI tong-t@Id pE:shIence with too mGch disdE:n : 

lest sorr@ lend mI wARds @n wARds Ixpress, 

the manneR of mI pit@I-wAntin pE:n. 

if @I m@Ight te:ch thI wit betteR it wE:Re, 

tho:ugh not t@ lGve, yIt lGve t@ tell mI so:, 

@z test@I sick-men hwen th@R deaths bI nE:R, 

no: news b@t health fr@m thE:R physishIans kno:w. 

f@R if @ should dIspE:R @ should gro:w mad, 

@nd in mI madnIss m@Ight spe:k ill @ the:, 

n@Uw this ill-wrestin wARld is gro:wn so: bad, 

mad slændreRs b@I mad i:Rs bIle:vId be:. 

th@t @I mEy not bI so:, noR th@U bIl@Id, 

bE:R th@In @Iz strE:ght, tho:ugh th@I pr@Ud heaRt go: w@Ide. 
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in fE:th @ do not lGve thI with mIn @Iz, 

f@R thE:y in the: a th@Usand erroRs no:te, 

b@t tis mI heaRt th@t lGves hwAt thE:y dIsp@Ise, 

who in dIsp@Ite @v view is ple:sd t@ do:te. 

noR aRe mIn i:Rs with th@I tongs tune dIl@IghtId, 

noR tendeR fe:lin to bE:se tGches pro:ne, 

noR tast, noR smell, dIs@IRe t@ be: inv@ItId 

to An@I sensy@l fest with the: alo:ne : 

b@t m@I f@Ive wits, noR m@I f@Ive senses can 

dissuE:de o:ne fUlish heaRt fr@m s6Rvin the:, 

who le:ves unswE:yd the l@IkenIss of a man, 

thI pr@Ud heaRts slE:ve @n vassal wretch t@ be: : 

o:nl@I mI plE:gue thGs faR @ c@Unt mI gE:n, 

th@t she: th@t mE:kes mI sin, awARds mI pE:n. 
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lGve is mI sin, @n th@I di:R v6Rty@ hE:te, 

hE:te @v mI sin, gr@UndId on sinful lGvin, 

o: bGt with m@Ine, compE:Re th@U th@Ine o:wn stE:te, 

@n th@U sh@lt f@Ind it merits not rIprGvin, 

oR if it do, not from tho:se lips @ th@Ine, 

th@t have profE:nd th@R scaRlIt oRnaments, 

@n se:ld fAlse bonds @ lGve @z oft @z m@Ine, 

robbd o:theRs beds revenues of th@R rents. 

be:t lawful @I lGve the: @z th@U lGvst tho:se, 

whom th@Ine @Iz woo @z m@Ine impoRt@n the:, 

root pit@I in thI heaRt th@t hwen it gro:ws, 

thI pit@I mE:y dIs6Rve t@ pit@Id be:. 

if th@U d@st se:k t@ have hwAt th@U d@st h@Ide, 

bI self-Ixæmple mE:yst th@U be: dIn@Id. 
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lo: as a cE:Reful hGzif rGns t@ catch, 

o:ne @v @R featheRed cre:t@Rs bro:ke awE:y, 

sets d@Un @R bE:be @n mE:kes A:ll swift dispatch 

in p6Rshuit of the thing shI would have stE:y : 

hw@Ilst heR nIglectId ch@Ild ho:lds heR in chE:se. 

cr@Is t@ catch heR whose bus@I cE:Re is bent, 

t@ foll@ that hwich fl@Is bIfoRe @R fE:ce; 

not pr@Izin heR pu:R infants discontent; 

so: rGns th@U a:t@R that hwich fl@Is fr@m the:, 

hw@Ilst @I thI bE:be chE:se the: afaR bIh@Ind, 

b@t if th@U catch thI ho:pe t6Rn back t@ me: :  

@n plE:y the mGtheRs paRt kiss me:, bI k@Ind. 

so: will @ prE:y th@t th@U mE:yst have thI will, 

if th@U t6Rn back @n m@I l@Ud cr@Iin still. 
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two lGves @I have @v cGmfoRt and dIspE:R, 

hwich l@Ike two spirits do suggest mI still, 

the betteR E:ngel is a man r@Ight fE:R: 

the w6RseR spr@It a woman cGlouRd ill. 

t@ win mI soon to hell mI fe:mE:le Evil, 

temptIth mI betteR E:ngel from mI s@Ide, 

@n would corrGpt mI sE:nt t@ be: a devil : 

wooin Iz purit@I with heR f@Ul pr@Ide. 

@n hwetheR that mI E:ngel bI t6Rnd fend, 

suspect @ mE:y, yIt not directl@I tell, 

b@t be:in bo:th fr@m me: bo:th to e:ch friend, 

@ guess o:ne E:ngel in ano:theRs hell. 

yit this sh@ll @I nE:R kno:w b@t live in d@Ubt, 

till m@I bad E:ngel f@IRe mI good o:ne @Ut. 
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tho:se lips th@t lGves o:wn hand did mE:ke, 

bre:thd foRth the s@Und th@t said @I hE:te, 

t@ me: th@t languishd foR @R sE:ke : 

b@t hwen shI saw mI woeful stE:te, 

strE:ght in @R heaRt did m6Rc@I cGme, 

ch@Idin that tong th@t eveR swe:t, 

w@z usd in givin gentle dGm : 

@n taught it thGs anew t@ gre:t : 

@I hE:te shI AlteRd with an end, 

th@t foll@d it @z gentle dE:y, 

d@th foll@ n@Ight who l@Ike a fEnd 

fr@m heavn t@ hell is flo:wn awE:y. 

@I hE:te, fr@m hE:te awE:y shI threw, 

@n sE:ved mI l@Ife sE:yin not you. 
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pu:R so:ul, the centeR of mI sinful 6Rth, 

(mI sinful 6Rth) the:se rebel po:Rs th@t the: arrE:y, 

hw@I dGst th@U p@Ine within @n sGffeR d6Rth 

pE:ntin thI @UtwaRd wA:lls s@ costl@I gE:y? 

hw@I so: laRge cost havin s@ shoRt a lEase, 

d@s th@U upon thI fE:din manshIon spend? 

sh@ll wARms inheritoRs @v this Ixcess 

e:t Gp thI chaRge? is this thI bod@Is end? 

then so:l live th@U upon thI s6Rvants loss, 

@n let that p@Ine to aggravE:te thI stoRe; 

b@I t6Rms div@Ine in sellin o:Rs @v dross: 

within bI fed, with@Ut bI rich n@ moRe, 

so: shQlt th@U fe:d on death, th@t fe:ds on men, 

@n death o:nce dead, thERes no: moRe d@Iin then. 
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mI lGve is as a fEveR longin still, 

f@R that hwich long@R n6RsIth the dise:ase, 

fe:din on that hwich dGth prIs6Rve the ill, 

thunc6Rtain sickl@I appet@Ite t@ ple:ase : 

mI re:ason the physishIan to mI lGve, 

angr@I th@t his prIscripsIons aRe not kept 

@th left mI, and @I desprIte n@Uw apprGve, 

dIs@IRe is death, hwich physic did Ixcept. 

pæst cuRe @I am, n@Uw re:ason is pæst cE:Re, 

@n frantic mad with eveR moRe unrest, 

mI thoughts @n mI discouRse @z madmens E:Re, 

@t random from the truth vE:nl@I Ixpressd. 

f@R @I @v swoRn thI fE:R, @n thought thI br@Ight, 

who aRt @z black @z hell, @z daRk @z n@Ight. 
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o: me:! hwAt @Iz @th lGve put in mI head, 

hwich have no: correspondence with true s@Ight, 

oR if thEy have, hwE:Re is mI jGdgement fled, 

th@t censy@Res fAlsel@I hwAt thEy se: ar@Ight? 

if that bI fE:R hwE:Reon mI fAlse @Iz do:te, 

hwAt me:ans the wARld t@ sE:y it is not so:? 

if it bI not, then lGve d@th well dIno:te, 

lGves @I is not s@ true @z A:ll mens : no:, 

h@Uw can it? o: h@Uw can lGves @I bI true, 

th@t is s@ vexd with wAtchin and with ti:Rs? 

no: maRvel then tho:ugh @I mistE:ke mI view, 

the sGn itself se:s not, till heaven cli:Rs. 

o: cGnnin lGve, with ti:Rs th@U ke:pst mI bl@Ind, 

lest @Iz well se:in th@I f@Ul fauts should f@Ind. 
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cans th@U o: cruel, sE:y @ lGve thI not, 

hwen @I agens mI self with the: paRtE:ke : 

do @I not think on the: hwen @I foRgot 

am of mI self, A:ll t@Irant foR thI sE:ke? 

who hE:tith the: th@t @I do cA:ll mI friend, 

on whom fr@Uwns th@U th@t @I do fawn upo:n, 

nE:y if th@U l@URst on me:, do @I not spend 

rIvenge upon mI self with present mo:an? 

hwAt merit do @I in mIself rIspect, 

th@t is s@ pr@Ud thI s6Rvice to dIsp@Ise, 

hwen A:ll mI best d@th wARship th@I dIfect, 

commænded b@I the mo:sIon of thIn @Iz. 

b@t lGve hE:te on f@R n@Uw @ kno:w thI m@Ind, 

tho:se th@t c@n se: th@U lGvst, @nd @I @m bl@Ind. 
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o: from hwAt po:R @st th@U this po:Rful m@Ight, 

with insuffishIenc@I mI heaRt t@ swE:y, 

t@ mE:ke mI give the l@I t@ m@I true s@Ight, 

@n swE:R th@t br@IghtnIss dGth not grE:ce the dE:y? 

hwence hast th@U this bIcGmin of things ill, 

th@t in the ver@I refuse of thI de:ds, 

th@Re is s@ch strength @n wArrant@Ise @v skill, 

th@t in mI m@Ind thI wARst A:ll best Ikse:ds? 

who taught thI h@Uw t@ mE:ke mI lGve thI moRe, 

the moRe @ hi:R @n se: jGst cause @v hE:te, 

o: tho:ugh @ lGve hwAt o:theRs do abhoR,  

with o:theRs th@U shoulds not abhoR mI stE:te. 

if th@I unwARthinIss rE:sd lGve in me:, 

moRe wARth@I @I t@ be: bIlGvd @v the:. 
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lGve is too yong t@ kno:w hwAt conshIence is, 

yIt who kn@Uws not conshIence is boRn @ lGve, 

then gentle che:teR 6Rge not m@I amiss, 

lest guilt@I of mI fauts thI swe:t self prGve. 

f@R th@U bItrE:yin me:, @ do bItrE:y 

mI no:bleR paRt t@ m@I grQss bod@Is tre:ason, 

mI so:l d@th tell mI bod@I th@t I mE:y, 

tr@Iumph in lGve, flesh stE:ys no: faRtheR re:ason, 

b@t r@Isin at thI nE:me d@th p@Int @Ut the:, 

@z his tr@IGmphant pr@Ize, pr@Ud @v this pr@Ide, 

I is contented th@I pu:R drGdge t@ be: 

t@ stand in th@I affE:Rs, fA:ll b@I thI s@Ide. 

no: wAnt @v conshIence ho:ld it that @ cA:ll, 

h@R lGve, f@R whose di:R lGve @ r@Ise @n fA:ll. 
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in lGvin the: th@U kno:wst @I am foRswoRn, 

b@t th@U @Rt tw@Ice foRswoRn t@ me: lGve swE:Rin, 

in act thI bed-v@Uw bro:ke @n new fE:th toRn, 

in v@Uwin new hE:te a:teR new lGve bE:Rin: 

b@t hw@I @v two o:aths bre:ch do @I accuse the:, 

hwen @I brE:ke twent@I : @I @m p6RjuRd mQst, 

f@R A:ll mI v@Uws @Re o:aths b@t to misuse the: : 

@nd A:ll mI honIst fE:th in the: is lost. 

f@R @I @v swoRn de:p o:aths @v th@I de:p k@IndnIss : 

o:aths @v thI lGve, thI truth, thI constance:, 

@n to Inl@Ighten the: gE:ve @Iz t@ bl@IndnIss, 

oR mE:de th@m swE:aR agens the thing thEy se:. 

f@R @I @v swoRn thI fE:R : moRe p6RjuRd @I, 

t@ swE:aR agens the truth s@ f@Ul a l@I. 
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cyGpid lE:d b@I iz brand @n fell asle:p, 

a mE:d @v d@Ians this advantage f@Und, 

@nd his lGve-kindlin f@IR did quickl@I ste:p 

in a co:ld vall@I-f@Untain of that gr@Und : 

hwich borr@d from this ho:l@I f@IRe @ lGve, 

a dE:telIss l@Ivel@I he:t still to enduRe, 

@n grew a se:thin bæth hwich yIt men prGve, 

agens strE:nge malad@Is a sovreign cure : 

b@t at mI mistrIss @I lGves brand new-f@IRd, 

the b@Iy f@R tr@Ial ne:ds would tGch mI breast, 

@I sick withA:l the help @v bæth dIs@IRd, 

@n thitheR h@Id a sad distempeRd guest. 

b@t f@Und no: cuRe, the bæth f@R m@I help l@Is, 

hwE:Re cyGpid got new f@IRe ; mI mistrIss @Iz. 
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the little lGve-god l@Iin o:nce asle:p, 

lE:d b@I iz s@Ide iz heaRt-inflE:min brand, 

hw@Ils mAn@I nymphs th@t v@Uwd chast l@Ife t@ ke:p, 

cE:me trippin b@I, b@t in @R mE:den hand, 

the fE:RIst vo:tar@I took Gp that f@IRe, 

hwich mAn@I le:gIons of true heaRts @d wARmd, 

@n so: the general @v hot dIs@IRe, 

w@z sle:pin b@I a v6Rgin hand disARmd. 

this brand shI qenchId in a cool well b@I, 

hwich from lGves f@IRe took he:t p6RpetyuAl, 

gr@Uwin a bæth @nd healtful remed@I, 

f@R men dise:sd, b@t @I mI mistrIss thrA:ll, 

cE:me thE:Re f@R cuRe @n this b@I that @ prGve, 

lGves f@IR he:ats wAt@R, wAt@R cools not lGve. 


